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Counting the southern bluefin tuna ci

The Recreational Fishing Licence Grants program is funding a scientific
study to estimate the size of the recreational fishery for SBT in south-
western Victoria, which is proving popular again this season.

Victorian recreational fishing is part of a much larger Australian and
international fishery for SBT. The total recreational catch of SBT in the
Australian fishery is not known. Additionally, there is no formal
allocation of SBT quota for recreational fishing, although State fisheries
rules play a part in managing individual catches.

With the help of anglers, Fisheries Victoria scientists are collecting
information over the 2011 SBT season from fishers launching from
Portland, Warrnambool and Port Fairy. Our research work was extended
in late May to include Apollo Bay, in response to fishers’ reports of larger
catches as some of the fish moved east.

Our scientists will assess this information and report the size of the
Victorian recreational catch of SBT after the end of the fishing season.

Catches so far this year appear to be lower than last year due to the
later start to the SBT season in Victoria and rougher weather.

Estimates of the recreational SBT catch are expected to help protect the
global sustainability of this important species with the clear aim to
secure great SBT fishing off the Victorian coastline for the future.

Boat ramp survey activity report for Portland, Warr nambool and Port Fairy

Percentage Percentage Average Average
Number of targeting targeting Number of number of weight of Weight of
Days fishing party SBT on SBT on retained SBT SBT pertrip  retained SBT SBT retained

Month sampled interviews weekdays weekends recorded (target trips) (kg) (tonnes)*
Portland
February 2011 5 50 0% 0% 0 = = =
March 2011 15 145 4% 45% 58 1.6 18 10
April 2011 19 687 73% 7% 1625 &8 15 75
May 2011 18 334 86% 89% 1397 &8 13 65
Warrnambool and Port Fairy
February 2011 5 17 0% 0% 0 = = =
March 2011 16 67 0% 13% 14 11 19 <5
April 2011 19 132 6% 25% 91 0.4 15 <5
May 2011 18 57 64% 45% 81 1.7 14 <5
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