
 

1  

 

 

  Member Bulletin 
From 

Recreational Fishing and Trailer Boat Owners Advocacy and Support Group 

 

Who needs a boat? 

 

YŜŜƴ CƛǎƘƻΩǎ Ben Prys and Brad Gaffney are active land based anglers who consistently do 
well without needing a boat. They are a little tight lipped about their favourite spots and 
ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōƭŀƳŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ IŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǎƴŀǇǇŜǊ that they 
caught recently. They do pretty well on other species as well. Maybe at some time in the 
future we can get a few tips and techniques from them about how other land based anglers 
can try to emulate the success that Ben and Brad enjoy. 
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Hi to All Members and welcome to your latest Member Bulletin, which is packed with the latest 
fishing and boating news and stories. For this issue, we have been overwhelmed at the quantity and 
quality of contributions provided, without which, we could not present this publication, so we say 
thank you to our contributors. In looking at some of the fabulous boating and fishing options set out 
in this Member Bulletin, it makes you realise how lucky we are to be living in this great country, 
Australia. We would also like to give Queensland a plug in this Member Bulletin, given the storm 
devastation they have had to deal with, so we have especially included some Queensland articles to 
whet your appetite and maybe ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƻƻƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
disappointed, as Queensland is, is a great boating and fishing destination.  We hope that you will 
enjoy reading this latest Member Bulletin. 
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Message From The Minister 

Boating safety is an absolute priority for the Victorian Coalition 

Government and as the Minister for Ports I have been working 

closely with the Department of Transport throughout the past three 

months to make further improvements to safety on our waterways.  

While the recent flooding rains have badly impacted some 

communities, many of our waterways are once again full after a 

decade of drought; however, significant work has been required to 

make these lakes and rivers safe for boating and water skiing. I have 

recently visited a number of lakes and rivers across Victoria and 

announced a funding package of almost $200,000 to help remove 

debris, restore signage and replace navigation aids that were lost in 

recent flood events.   

We have also delivered a $6 million boost to local port operators along the Victorian coast to fund 

important upgrades to wharves, jetties and boat ramps as well as purchase new dredging equipment 

at Apollo Bay to ensure safe navigable depths for both commercial and recreational boaters.  

 

There are also a number of important initiatives which are due to begin in the short term which I 

would encourage all recreational boaters to keep an eye out for. An important initiative that will 

affect all boaters in Victoria is the release of the new Marine Safety Regulations which are due in mid 

August. These regulations aim to improve efficiency in our licensing system and raise the standards 

of our vessel registration and transfer processes. We want to provide Victorian boaters with an 

opportunity to give genuine feedback on these proposed regulations so there will be an extensive 

consultation program across the state. I urge you to attend your local meeting and there will be 

more details available soon in your local papers and on the Department of Transport website.  

 

Also, the first round of the Boating Safety and Facilities Program is due to begin in the coming weeks 

and is open to all local port operators, local Governments, waterway managers or boating groups. 

There is $5 million available this financial year for any works or programs that would lead to 

improved safety on Victorian waterways and I encourage everyone to talk with their local authorities 

about accessing some of this funding.  

As always, remain safe and good luck with your next catch. 

The Hon Dr Denis Napthine,  

 

Minister for Ports.  
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Keep Australia Fishing  

Martin Salter - author of Keep Australia 
Fishing and recently retired British Labour MP 
and parliamentary angling spokesman shares 
!ǳǎǎƛŜ ŀƴƎƭŜǊǎΩ fears about the future of the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǎǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǇƻǊt. 
Martin has kindly provided us with some of 
his thoughts on the subject, more details of 
which are set in his document: άA Fresh 
Approach to the Challenges Facing 
Recreational Fishing.έ 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ǉǳƛŜǘ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ōǊŜǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǎ ǳǇǎŜǘ !ǳǎǎƛŜ ŀƴƎƭŜǊǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ 
flex their political muscles in the direction of those who are seeking to put unreasonable 
ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǳǊǎǳit. The ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ Ψfishing 
ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜ tŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
indication of how fed up they have become with the political establishment. The dumping of 
NSW Shadow Environment Minister Catherine /ǳǎŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ .ŀǊǊȅ hΩCŀǊǊŜƭƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘ 
almost certainly has some of its origins in local anglers wanting to have a minister that was 
firmly on their side and not a fair weather friend. And it is fair to say that Australia still 
boasts some of the best ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΧŀƴŘ L ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ 
some fish of a lifetime under the expert guidance of Telegraph fishing columnist Al 
Mcglashan and CƛǎƘƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ editor Jim Harnwell. But everywhere I go I hear Aussie 
anglers asking how mǳŎƘ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŜ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴΧǿƛƭƭ 
our children be allowed to go fishing at all? 

Despite the fact that recreational fishing is pretty well managed, with bag and size limits, 
and that there is no species of fish in Australian waters endangered by recreational fishing, 
the extreme Greens still want to make anglers the scapegoat for the sins of others. Marine 
park lock outs make no distinction between the negligible impact of a guy with a rod and 
line and a commercial trawler or netsman.  

LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ōȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴƎƭƛƴƎ ōƻŘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ 
the fishing media to pull together some ideas about how we can secure the future of 
recreational fishing and counter more effectively the threats to our sport, lifestyle and in 
some cases, our livelihoods. Why a pom like me? Well, I spent many years speaking up for 
angling in the UK and I am now a fishing licence payer in NSW. More recently I provided a 
detailed submission to the Recreational Fishing Parliamentary Inquiry that was circulated 
widely. In it I argued for a fresh approach to the planning and operation of marine parks 
based on sound science and not myth or prejudice. There is no future in having anglers in 
one corner and environmentalists in another when we should be on the same side. 
 
 

  



 

5  

 

A better than even chance of catching a few decent fish in a healthy fishery is a pre-requisite 
for ensuring that youngsters in particular continue to want to go fishing. It has to be in the 
long term interests of both the trade and angling organisations to position themselves as 
ǘƘŜ άƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƛŘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘέ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǳǎ ŀǎ 
the protectors and defenders of the resource, not simply another bunch of exploiters.  
 
During my research it became clear that while Australia has more fishos per head of 
population than most other countries, we are woefully behind the game in terms of our 
ability to influence policy and punch our true weight in the corridors of power.  
 
I want to see a strong national peak body for the three million plus Aussie anglers supported 
by a vigorous US style Keep Australia Fishing campaign lobbying against unjustified 
restrictions on our sport and lifestyle. A campaign that will challenge the real threats to our 
fisheries, which are of course, pollution, habitat destruction and unsustainable netting - not 
recreational fishing. I want to see a UK style pollution busting body that will use the courts 
to go after those who wilfully damage our fisheries. I believe that every licence payer should 
be able to vote for their state and national representatives to sit on the peak bodies that 
speak to government on our behalf, as happens in Holland and NZ, and that they should 
have a say in choosing those who decide how the licence fees should be spent. 
 
I think that three million rec fishers should be able to write their own Manifesto for Angling 
to present to the pollies rather than simply waiting for the crumbs to fall off the table or 
reacting to the demands of others. The recent elections have shown that things are 
changing and recreational fishers are getting organised. I hope some of the ideas and 
recommendations in my report will help point the way forward, so that the next generation 
of Aussie anglers and visitors to this wonderful country can continue to enjoy access to 
great fisheries and some great, sustainable fishing.  

Note: ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ aŀǊǘƛƴ {ŀƭǘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Keep Australia Fishing for the Boating and Fishing 
Council of Australia can be viewed at www.lovefishing.com.au 

 
 
 

http://www.lovefishing.com.au/
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Mordialloc Creek Dredging One Step Closer 

The long awaited dredging of the Mordialloc Creek looks set to start in July following 
YƛƴƎǎǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŘǊŜŘƎƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ .ƛǊŘƻƴΣ ǘƻ 
undertake the works.  

City of Kingston Mayor, Cr Ron Brownlees said that Council hoped to start stage one of the 
dredging around Lambert Island in July, subject to environmental approvals. ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƎŜǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ 5{9Σ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9t!Σέ 
he said. ά/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭΣ 
treatment and disposal of the waste meets the highest environmental standards. Birdon has 
a strong environmental record and experience in dredging in Port Phillip Bay, the Murray 
wƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DƛǇǇǎƭŀƴŘ [ŀƪŜǎΦέ 

The Mayor said that the Mordialloc Creek dredging is planned to be undertaken in two 
stages. άCƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9t! ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ ŘǊŜŘƎƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƻŎŎǳǊ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ 
May ς October to avoid the fish breeding season and the busy summer period. The first 
stage dredging around Lambert island will be undertaken this year at a cost of 
ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ϷмΦр ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΣά ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
dredge the remainder of the Creek, from the mouth to Governor Road boat ramp, next 
ȅŜŀǊΦέ 

ά!ƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǘŀƎŜ will be the development of a 
Sustainable Management Plan which will provide clarity for the long term maintenance of 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŜƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦέ Council will be working closely with 
businesses, community groups and residents around the creek to develop a plan for how 
the works can be coordinated and undertaken. ά²Ŝ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Mordialloc Creek Community and their willingness to assist us with the logistics of the 
ŘǊŜŘƎƛƴƎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΦ 

άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǿe need to move boats and ramps while the dredging takes place, 
develop appropriate sites for the collection and removal of the waste and its transportation, 
and block access to buildings and areas of the creek for public safety. We will be consulting 
widelȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣέ ƘŜ 
said. 

Kingston residents will be kept up to date on works around the Mordialloc Creek dredging 
Ǿƛŀ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ www.kingston.vic.gov.au/mordialloccreekdredging and resident 
newspaper, Kingston Your City. 

 

  

http://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/mordialloccreekdredging
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Tuna fishing: be boat safe and know the risks 
 
Transport Safety Victoria (TSV) in conjunction with the State Minister for Ports Dr Denis 
Napthine is asking those who plan to head offshore for the Tuna fishing season to be boat 
safe and know the risks involved. Tuna fishing season runs from around March to August 
each year and is especially popular in south western Victoria around Portland, Port Fairy and 
Warrnambool.  

¢{±Ωǎ !ŎǘƛƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ aŀǊƛǘƛƳŜ {ŀŦŜǘȅΣ [ƛǎŀ CŀƭŘƻƴΣ ǎŀƛŘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ Tuna fishing season was a 
popular event on the fishing calendar, but warned that there were risks that people needed 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦΦ ά¢ǳƴŀ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 
fisherman, regular recreational boaters, and even the first time angler looking for a new 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aǎ CŀƭŘƻƴΦ άCƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊe different risks and 
ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦέ 

Dr Napthine said boating safety must be a top priority for all Tuna fishermen, so they can 
ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ōƻŀǘŜǊǎ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
off Tuna fishing from south west Victoria, and we want the message to be clear that on-
ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ōƻŀǘŜǊǎΣέ 5Ǌ bŀǇǘƘƛƴŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

Ms Faldon asked boaters to ensure that they are prepared for the challenge of offshore 
fishing by wearing a life jacket at all times and carrying all other necessary safety equipment 
ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘΦά¢ǳƴŀ fishing can be anywhere up to 50 nautical miles offshore and boaters need 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎΣέ 
said Ms Faldon.  

άLǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛal that if you travel more than two nautical miles off the coast that you have 
radio communication, flares and a distress beacon to raise the alarm, as if you get into 
trouble ǘƘƛǎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ ά¢ǊŀǾelling in groups is also recommended so 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ōȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎ ǿǊƻƴƎΦέ  

Ms Faldon explained that there are also serious risks of people overloading their boat if they 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜǎǎŜƭΦ ά! ƭŀǊƎŜ Tuna can weigh up to 150kg. Overloading 
your boat with Tuna could affect its stability, resulting in your vessel capsizing and people 
going overboardΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aǎ CŀƭŘƻƴΦ 

Some common risks include: 

¶ Overloading of vessels with large fish, which can affect the stability of your boat 
leading to capsizing, swamping or persons going overboard 

¶ LƴŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻŀǘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƻǊ 
equipment for offshore travel 

¶ Long-haul trips induce fatigue, which can heighten the risk of human error and 
increase incidents onboard 
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TSV recommends boaters:  

¶ Wear your life jacket at all times 
¶ Travel in groups to assist if something goes wrong 
¶ Ensure all the regulated safety equipment is on board for offshore boating more 

than two nautical miles from the coast, including flares, radio and a distress beacon 
(EPIRB) 

¶ Conduct regular vessel maintenance before you head out 
¶ Rest regularly to reduce fatigue  

Editors Note: This message from TSV is timely. There was a quite recent case of a group of anglers 
who were fishing wide of Port MacDonnell, when their boat capsized in rough conditions and a big 
swell. They were fortunate to be found in failing light in the late afternoon and had they not been 

found when they were, they would have perished from Hypothermia. At least they were wearing life 
jackets, without which they would have had no hope of surviving. 

 

New Fish Habitat For Nicholson River 

Contractors for the East Gippsland Catchment Management Authority have recently placed 
120 logs along 4.5 kilometres of the Nicholson River between the Great Alpine Road and the 
Princes Highway to provide additional fish habitat as part of the on-going rehabilitation of 
the river. 

The logs were attached to 60 piles driven 
into the river bed. An excavator on a barge 
was used to drive the piles. The logs were 
then transported by barge and secured to 
these piles using wire rope. The logs will 
complement existing natural logs, and six 
log structures placed in the river in 2008.  
The new logs will quickly become colonised 
by invertebrates and crustaceans that 
provide food for juvenile and adult fish. The 
submerged logs will also provide shelter for 

fish, particularly Black Bream, as they move up and down the river. The placement of the 
logs is part of an on-going program of in-stream habitat improvement that together with 
riparian vegetation restoration and stock proof fencing is designed to improve the stability 
and health of the river. 

The works were funded using revenue raised from the sale of Victorian Recreational Fishing 
Licences and money allocated through the Natural Resource Investment Program. Boaters 
along the river should keep clear of the banks where single piles indicate the presence of 
submerged logs. 
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Long Jetty ς Welshpool 

The Victorian Coalition Government has committed $300,000 to 
commence detailed planning for the redevelopment of the 
iconic Port Welshpool Long Jetty, according to Deputy Premier 
and Member for Gippsland South Peter Ryan. Mr Ryan said 
there was very strong community interest in the redevelopment 
of the Long Jetty and the detailed analysis and planning now 
underway would progress the project. The Coalition 
Government has pledged $3 million towards the 
ǊŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tƻǊǘ ²ŜƭǎƘǇƻƻƭΩǎ [ƻƴƎ WŜǘǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ 
into disrepair after it was closed in 2003. ά¢ƘŜ /ƻŀƭƛǘion 
Government, through Regional Development Victoria (RDV), 
has established a Project Control Group to drive the project, 
comprising representatives from Gippsland Ports, South 

Gippsland Shire Council and the Department ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΣέ aǊ wȅŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ƘŀǾe asked South 
Gippsland Shire Council to undertake an Expressions of Interest process in the coming weeks to 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦέ  
 
Mr Ryan said the group had been established to guide the redevelopment project and develop 
rehabilitation options for consideration by the government. άLǘ ƛǎ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ 
planning process is undertaken, involving a comprehensive structural assessment of the Long Jetty, 
to inform the government of possible realistic and cost-ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣέ aǊ wȅŀƴ 
said.  
 
άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ DƛǇǇǎƭŀƴŘ tƻǊǘǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
related works to establish the true condition of the Long Jetty. This will involve a review of existing 
structural assessment advice, hydrographic and general features surveys, heritage advice, a 
geotechnical report and services assessment. ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ƳƛŘ-2011 with 
options to be presenǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ Mr Ryan said the Port Welshpool Long Jetty was 
an important recreational asset that should be restored to be enjoyed by many generations to come.  

 

Ψ¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘ ²ŜƭǎƘǇƻƻƭ [ƻƴƎ WŜǘǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΩ 

 

A publication about the history of the Long Jetty is available from author Bob McDonald, who can be 

contacted on Phone: 56 871 481, or Email: parrot@jeack.com.au 

 

 

mailto:parrot@jeack.com.au
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Port of Hastings Stoush 

We have been reporting on the likely establishment of a major Port facility on Westernport. 
We now understand that new legislation is due to be introduced in State Parliament to do 
just this.  Some Environmental and Community Groups are less than impressed. 

However, Minister for Ports Denis Napthine said recently that the development of the Port 
of Hastings was critical for the future of the growing freight trade, an integral part of the 
Victorian economy, and a necessary step in maintaining the viability of the sector well 
beyond the next decade.  

"Victoria cannot rely on one container port in Melbourne, as it is estimated that container 
throughput at the Port of Melbourne will quadruple over the next 25 years. With that comes 
more and more congestion in and around the port," Dr Napthine said. "The Baillieu 
Government is therefore committed to developing the Port of Hastings to relieve economic 
bottlenecks and congestion while also growing jobs in regional Victoria.  

"The development will also provide an alternative container port to the Port of Melbourne, 
thus generating more competition and economic flow on benefits for all of Victoria. I have 
seen first-hand the potential for a new container port, and the deep water access and 
current operations at Hastings make it the best placed port for expansion in Victoria. "The 
Baillieu Government is committed to developing the port and will introduce legislation in 
mid-2011 to create a new independent Port of Hastings development authority," Dr 
Napthine said.  

However, Victorian National Parks Association stated that they were opposed to the Port 
Development at Hastings. Marine and Coastal Project Officer, Simon Branigan, said, "The 
primary purpose of this new legislation is to encourage the rapid expansion of the Port of 
Hastings into a container port, with little consideration of protecting and enhancing 
²ŜǎǘŜǊƴǇƻǊǘ .ŀȅϥǎ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎέΦ .ƭǳŜ ²ŜŘƎŜǎ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ 
also opposes the development. Spokesperson Jenny Warfe said, άonce the development 
proceeds to the Environmental Effects Statement (EES) phase the proponents control the 
process, with economics being the focus, not the environmentέ. 

Plenty more to come on this one. 
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Cunninghame Quay Jetty Open For Boaters 

 

A large new jetty system for use by recreational boat owners and charter boat operators has 
been completed at Lakes Entrance. The new jetty at Cunninghame Quay has been carefully 
designed to blend a traditional piled jetty with a modern floating mooring system. A public 
gazebo at the outer end of the jetty provides a focal point of the structure. The outcome is a 
new facility certain to be a popular attraction along the Lakes Entrance promenade. 

ά/ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳŜ vǳŀȅ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ 
boŀǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ [ŀƪŜǎ 9ƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ bƛŎƪ aǳǊǊŀȅΣ /9h ƻŦ DƛǇǇǎƭŀƴŘ tƻǊǘǎΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ 
safe destination for skippers passing through Bass Strait,.  It is also a new destination for 
ōƻǘƘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛƭ ōƻŀǘŜǊǎ ŎǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƛǇǇǎƭŀƴŘ [ŀƪŜǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ As the public approach 
the new Cunninghame Quay jetty from the shore, an entry pavilion provides sheltered 
seating for the public and office space for the charter operators working from the jetty. 

The eastern side of the jetty caters well for the general boating public.  This aspect of the 
jetty has ten pontoon berths which provide short term moorings for vessel up to 15 metres 
in length. The fixed head section of the jetty has serviced mooring berths for larger vessels 
for up to 48 hour stays. Services on the jetty for the boating community include reticulated 
water, fire fighting equipment, power and lighting. 

Commercial charter operators are well catered for too.  On the western side of the jetty six 
fully serviced pontoon berths support for the needs of the commercial charter operators 
based in Lakes Entrance.  Several additional berths are also available for rental by long term 
visitors to the Gippsland Lakes. An eye catching feature of the entire jetty system at 
Cunninghame Quay is the gazebo style public shelter at the outer end of the jetty.   This is 
an area where the public can sit and watch boats moving up and down Cunninghame Arm, 
or merely take in the ambience of this waterway. 

The construction of the new concrete jetty and installation of pontoon jetties has been 
carried out by Jarvis Norwood Constructions from Swan Reach for approximately $1.7 
ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻǎǘ hŦŦƛŎŜ WŜǘǘȅΣ DƛǇǇǎƭŀƴŘ tƻǊǘǎΩ 
component of the Cunninghame Quay development project has cost $2.8 million. 

Gippsland Ports was established in 1996 to provide a regional service to the local 
community, visitors and other user groups. Gippsland Ports is the designated waterway 
manager of 1,431 sq km of some of the largest and most beautiful waterways in Australia, 
stretching from Anderson Inlet to Mallacoota over 720 kms of the south-eastern coastline of 
Victoria.  

 

http://www.gippslandports.vic.gov.au/gippsland_berth.php?berth_id=8
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Swan Bay Landing Jetty a First for Victoria 

{ǿŀƴ .ŀȅΩǎ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ōƻŀǘ ǊŀƳǇ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƧŜǘǘȅ ƛǎ 
ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ 
environment as it is built without any timber. As 
a result it is expected to last long past the 
typical twenty year life span of a traditional 
timber jetty, with minimal maintenance. Chief 
Ranger for Port Phillip and Western Port, 
Graeme Davis said boating enthusiasts gave the 
new $135,000 landing jetty a good work out 

over Easter, enjoying the safe and easy access it provides to the water for vessels up to 5m 
in length. What makes the new fibreglass structure unique is its use of recycled steel railway 
lines as piles, structural fibre glass beams and non slip fibreglass decking. There is literally 
nothing that can rot on the new jetty - held together with anti rust stainless steel bolts and 
aluminium plates. The extra financial outlay on the long lasting materials is expected to give 
a good return to the boating public and the environment over the long years ahead. Parks 
Victoria manages 41 piers and jetties around the Bays, with maintenance a constant battle. 
 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ŦƛōǊŜƎƭŀǎǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ {ǿŀƴ .ŀȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƧŜǘǘȅ 
will set the standard for other smaller structures built over coming years. The new landing 
jetty runs along the entire length of the existing 15 metre boat ramp and then extends four 
metres into the water, providing a tie up spot for four small craft Works on the new landing 
jetty started in late February and were completed on time ahead of Easter by contractor 
D¢Y /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΦέ ǎŀƛŘ aǊ 5ŀǾƛǎΦ 
 
The new fibre glass landing jetty was supported by a grant of $94,860 from the Boating 
Safety and Facilities Program (BSFP). The BSFP is funded from a portion of the revenue 
generated from recreational boat operator license and vessel registration fees. 
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New άKidέ On The Block 

New engine brand Vortex making boating more affordable 

Australian aluminium boat manufacturer Telwater has released Vortex, a new brand of 
outboard engines to be distributed amongst their dealer network as part of boat, motor, 
trailer packages. ¢ŜƭǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōǊŀƴŘ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻǎ consist of Quintrex, Stacer, Savage, 
Savage Fibreglass, Yellowfin and Archer boats as well as Desert Edge Campertrailers. The 
Vortex range currently encompasses over 20 models, including 2.5HP to 40HP in two stroke 
and 15HP to 25HP in four stroke engines, ōŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅ ¢ŜƭǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ о ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘȅΦ  

General Manager Tim Atkins 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ άǘƘŜ ±ƻǊǘŜȄ ōǊŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
released to pass on savings to 
customers and make boating more 
affordable. Vortex engines are 
extremely price competitive, on 
average about 25% less than a 
ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻǳǘōƻŀǊŘέ ǎŀȅǎ !ǘƪƛƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
release of Vortex has been well 
received by the Telwater network and 
customers can now see new engines in 
dealerships across Australia 

 

Vortex is an affordable engine alternative for customers interested in Telwater products. In 
addition to being backed by a 3 year warranty, each Vortex engine is quality control tested 
and run for 2 hours before it leaves the factory to ensure it meets the same high standards 
Telwater consistently provides customers.  

Atkins says that Telwater is looking forward to an exciting future with Vortex and expanding 
the product range.  For more information members can visit www.vortexmarine.com.au  

 

  

http://www.vortexmarine.com.au/

