Member Bulletin

From

Recreational Fishing and Trailer Boat Owners Advocacy and Sug rou

Hito all members

Thislatest edition of your Member Bulletinis packed full of fishing & boating news and artices

we hope you enjoy itWe continue togrow as an organisation and also continue to receive a lot of
positive feedback about what we are doing. Production of our Member Bulletins requiregaadbt
mean a lot)of work, sothe good feedbacks very satisfyingp receiveand makes it all wortkwhile.

In this issue w welcome aboard the Minister for Ports, Dennis Napthimeo has kindly contributed
a supportive boating/fishing messagé/e look forward to more futurecontributions from Dr
Napthine. Also, contributing to thisMember Bulletinfor the first is the Port of Melbourne
Corporation who we welcome aboard toolransport Safety contingeto support us withtheir
critical safety messagesn this occasiorbeing advice concerning aevision of the manufacturing
standards for PesonalFlotation Devices (PFDs).

ThisMember Bulletin cotains an exciting special offflom a great fly fishing lodgEstonefly Lodge)
situated in the beautiful South Island of New Zealand, details of which are s@t antarticle about

fly fishing in an around the lodge. It was an extremely nice surprise for the operators of Stonefly
Lodge to make this kind offer to our members. We do Ima¢e any financial arrangements with the
operators and & make no money fronany special offersor any other businesses that appear in
this document2 S | NB adAtt Iy 2NBIFIyAalGA2Y 2F @2 dzy
money. We are purely about promoting boating and fishing.
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There are some imperfections in tiggality of he LINS & Sy G4 A2y 2F (GKAA&A aSMYIhS
best we could do with the time and resources available to us. Apologies for that, we will do a bit
better next time.

Best wishes from the team at:

Recreational Fishing and Trailer Bo@wnersAdvocacy ad Support Group

ABN 006 198 750

Telephone: 0397294444 Mobile: 0419568111: Fax 0397793454

E-mail: ritboasg@optusnet.com.au
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Message=romThe Minister

As the new Minister for Ports (including marine safety), and having
been very familiar with this portfolio leading up to my
appointment, | recognise that recreational boating and fishing is an
integral partof our community and economy. For instance, more
than 700,000 Victorians undertake some form of recreational
FAAKAY3 Fyydzrtfte O2y iNAROGdziAYy3I H
and directly employing more than 5000 Victorians. Recreational
fishing and boatig is particularly important for rural and regional
Victoria.

The Baillieu Government understands the need to ensure the ongoing viability and growth of the
sector is maintained. And we also want to cooperate with the sector to make sure that safety on the
water is kept at the fore front of our mind®Vith my electorate being on the South West Coast, | am
aware of many of the issues facing recreational boaters and fishers today. The Baillieu Governmen
is committed to improving facilities and amenities alotite coast and waterways, and also
committed to providing better and safer access to waterways. Our aim is to improve the boating and
fishing experience for all users.

Safety on the water is always a concern and with the recent delivery of governmentifuaseue

vessels to the volunteer organisations Volunteer Marine Rescue (VMR) Mornington and the
Australian Volunteer Coastguard Association at Lakes Entrance, we are demonstrating that we take
safety on the water seriously.

LOR Ff &2 f A1 Ss tha? ManNd® BdfefyRVictdfig ¥hol Swblic Transport Safety Victoria
merged on the 1st July 2010 to become Transport Safety Victoria (TSV). While the name hag
changed, TSV will still be providing all the same boating safety advice and education as they alway|
have, just now under a different name. You can Vvisit their new site at
www.transportsafety.vic.gov.au.

Recreational boating and fishing is important and our Government is keen to listen to experienced
boaters and anglers, and look at initiatives tall benefit the community.

I look forward to being of service to you, and good luck with your next catch.
The Hon Dr Denis Napthine MP

Minister for Ports




Hastings Port Issue We Were Right

plans that were coming to light abodt S& G SNy L2 NI 6SO2YAy3a |

Shipping Port. We wrote thaéUntil recently, no new major threats to Westernport have
been evident. Unfortunately, that could all change, aar¢hhas been increasing speculation about
GKS LRGSYGAlrt (42 ONBIFGS | YF22N ySg (NI yaLkR NI
close proximity to Hastings

M embers may recall that in our April 2010 Meember Bulletaraised concerns about the

0Any upscalingf the existing Port and the subsequent increase in shipping traffic would have serious
ramifications for recreational fishing. Unlike Port Phillip Bay, Westernport does not seem to have anyf
major problems with introduced exotic pests, such as Northie&shstars. This would be one of the
biggest concerns if moves were made to create a major shipping port anywhere within Westernport.
There would also be issues such as channel deepening projects and widening of existing channels. \
will do our best toifd out more precise details as to what is being planned and will continue to bring
this issue to the attention of our membérs

It was recently reported that the Brumby Government engaged specialist Consuitaatise on
strategies and costings teansform Hastings into a Container Port. This project has, apparently been
picked up by the Bailu Government. You heard it first from us. We will endeavour to keep across
this issue and keep members advised of developments

Macguarie Perch Being Bred Blarrandera

endangered Macquariedpch for the first time in captivityusing a novel approach involving the

construction of anWI NIi A ¥ A OQiénfists at ik Blarr¥n@era Fisheries Centre led captive
Perch into thinking they were in a natural environment and the fishched breeding condition. Dr
Dean Gilligan from 1& NSW said the fisted for the successful breeding program were from a
remnart population rescued from the upper
LachlanRiver catchment after their habitatwas
threatened by the recent introduction of redfin
perch. MacquariéPerch populations began to crash
in the mid 1900s, most likely due thabitat
degradation associated withiver regulation, fish
passage barriersjland clearing and associated
sedimentation and other forms of watgollution.
By the 1970s, Macquarie perch were considered to
be seriously threatened with extinction and the
species has continued to decline. Withhig
breakthrough, I& NSW will look at using a conservation stockingram in those parts of the
adzNN} @m5F NI Ay3a . laAy @KSNB al Ol dzhaNdi BecorndSadaiy L]
extinct, provided suitable habitat can be found or rehabilitdteThis research has besnpported
with funds from the(NSW)Recreational Freshwater Fishing Trust.

I ndustry & Investment NSW (1&l NSW) scientists atNherandera Fisheries Centravebred the
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Blue Groper

othing is straight forward in this
odzaAySaad ! NBOS
in the print mediaproclaimed recent
sightings of Blue Groper on reef area
of Victorian waters as being evidence of
species that was endangerestarting to have
some kind of resurgenceThis was quickly
followed byFisheries Victoria whproposed to
ban the taking of Ble Groper in Victorian
Waters for a minimum period of twelve
months Sounds good so farput some
members from the diving fraternity do not agree. As we understand it, there are two spedsseof
Groper in Victorian waters, being Eastern Blue Groffetoerodus viridis and Western Blue
GropefAchoerodus gouldi) (G KS F2NX¥SNJ 6SAy3a Y2NB LINBEdhet Sy
latter@ distribution seemstobt S&aSNJ (y26y FyR 2dz2NJ NEFSNByOS
on the subject hagdicatedthat low numbers of theséish occur in Victoria. Someambers of the
diving fraternity however,are adamant that neither of these fish specieiglangerednor, they
say,do they readily approach divers drare therefore easy to spear. On the othemd, ®me other
divers say thg are an easy prey for spearies, so the true situation is far from being 8efote
taking precipitate action on this issue, we hope that cool heads will be applied to the issue and any
management decisionsiade are basedon fact, not emotion. We will retain a keen interest in this
important issue.

Fish Moving South?

Global Warming? Climate change? Who really
knowsfor sure but any salt water fish species
being caught well outside of its known range
seems to spark terest these days. Mahi Mabhi
o have been caughh Bass Strait. Cobia have been
/) caught in Westerport and now the latest
] unusual catch, again in Westernport, being a
— \\ . Butterfly Gurnard or Red GurnardThese fish
) : _ o are quite commonly caught in oceanic waters off
y i g the South Coast of NSW and divers sometimes
see small specimens in Victorian oceanic watdievevet 6 S R2y QiU GKAYy 1 GKI {
caught inl y& 27F = A Ol &siNaiésQEhey .glowd o ab®dWJ50cm. The fish caught in
westernport was 48cm and had roe. Butterfly Gurnard are an extremely piistiyand it seems a
shame to keep them, but they seem to be fairly plentiful in NSW and they are good tstirgp it
is W to the individual angler as to whether they are kept or returned to the water.




Victorian AuditorGeneral Report on Marine National Parks

(VAGO) thisveek clearly shows that MarinéNational Parks and their managers hadgmotally

I n an interesting recent developmerd, reportreleased by the Victorian Audit@@enegal's Office
failedt to achieve the benefits to the marine environment claimed.

This audit examined how effectivelarine National Parkhave been managed to protect dvine
Biodiversity. Itassessed Parks Victoria, as the agency with primary responsibilitys ptanning
frameworks, management activities, and monitoring, evaluation smbrting activities relevant to
MPAs.The audit also assessed the Department of Sustainability and2Eyiwf S y (i Qrédle iv 5 { 9
marine policy and marine biosegty and the fishing compliance activities thite Department of
Primary Industries performs in marine protected areas.

The report concludedthat the marine environment has no tangible boundartestween protected
areas and the other marine areas indicatihgt the ideals behind pckets of "marine protection”

are very imited and cannot ever be trulgffective. The VAGO report went on to say "the most
effective way to manage environmental threaits through integrated policy and planning that
considers the whole marine environment and involves the key stakeholders involved in its
management"

The report also concluded thatParks Victoria cannot show that marine biodiversity is being
protected or thd the related management obligations of applying resources as intended are being
discharged. Little environmental management activity is evident acrossdtme protected areas

The report also statediin common with our 2010 performance audipntrolof Invasive Plants and
Animals in+ A O 2 NR [thisdaudit poMs &o>systemic weaknesses with planning, program
management and resource allocation that should be addressed

The Department of Sustainability and Environment and Parks Victoria havenveslcthe Audit
Report and have accepted the recommendations matle will keep across this important issue and
keep members advised as further developments occur.

Unwelcome Mako Jumps Into Boat

It happens from time to time to the degree that it
can hardly considered to be news, But we thought
we would report it anyway. ATexas based
commerciaffisherman got the fright of his life when

a 2.5m shark jumped into the back of his boat
without warning. Jason Kressevas dumping fish
guts over the side of his boat about 80km offsio

¢ when the shark jumped aboard’he 170kg mako

. shark thrashed violently aboard the 7.5m boat as
Mr Kresse and his crewmates tried and failed to get
the giant animal back oveoardin the early hours

- of 28" March. "All of a sudden something hit the
side of the boat," he said. "He ends up landing on the back of the boat." The shark died several hourg
later, damaging the boat in its struggle to escape. Mr Kresse needed to foekldt to get the
animal off the boat.




Sharksc Colour Bling®
Debate has raged over the years as to whether fist colour blind or not. How many times

do we struggle to catch fish on artificial lures and suddenly things change when we change
lure colour and, wham, the fishgfit each other to get to the lure. Thisnst absolute proof
that fish are colour cognite, butsometimesit seems at times as if they are.

A new study has shown that, on the other han8harks may be unable distinguish between
colours. This has arisen from a Laboratstydy publishedecently.Researchers in Australia, using a
techniquecalled micrespectrophotometry, looked at the retinal cells of 17 species of shark caught
off Queensland and Western Australia.

In all 17 species, the commonest kind of light receptors were "rod" cells, which are highly sensitive
to light and allow nighvision but cannot tell colours apart, they foundet the sharks lacked cone
cells, which respond individually to light at specific wavelengths. In human eyes, a variety of cone
cells helps us to distinguish between colours.

In 10 of the 17 shark speciasp cone cells were found at all. Cone cells were found in the other
seven species, but they were all of a single type, sensitive to wavelengths of around 530
nanometres, which is greeiihe investigatorghink thatthis retinal system means sharks are abole

tell between shades of grey but, magsrobably, not between colourdMonochromatic vision is very

rare among land species, because colour vision is a tool for survival in terrestrial habitats.

But it is less important in the marine environment, wherdotirs are progressively filtered out at
depth and survival depends on distinguishing contrasts, to determine whether a shape in the gloom
is prey or predatorPrevious research has found that whales, dolphins and seals also possess green
sensitive cone dbs, which suggests that these marine mammals and sharks arrived at the same
visual design in paralledccording to the study

The studycould help prevent shark attacks on humans and develop fishing gear that could reduce
accidental catches of sharks lgngline trawlers."Our study shows that contrast against the
background, rather than colour per se, may be more important for object detection by sharks," said
lead scientist Nathan Scott Hart at the University of Western Australia.

"This may help us tadesign longine fishing lures that are less attractive to sharks as well as to
design swimming attire and surf craft that have a lower visual contrast to sharks and therefore are
less 'attractive' to them."




Personal Flotation DevicesAn important
update from Transport Safety Victoria

Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs), there is now a w

variety of PFDs accepted under thMarine Regulations
2009.PFDs are a key piece of safety equipment when boati
You are required to wear your jacket when underway and in
open area on vessels up to and including 4.8 metres in leng
On vessels larger than this you are required to wear your jaciEss
when underwg, in an open area of the vessel during times
WKSAIKGSYSR NR&1QPLY F RRAGA
Types 1, 2 and 3 (found on page 20 of the Victori
Recreational Boating safety Handbook) the following ne eSS
standards apply: _—

I ollowing a revision of the manufacturing standards fq

AS 4758; andS012402 I1ISO 12402 and AS 4758 are being introduced to more closely align with
international standards and take into account advances in PFD design and manufacture.

PFDsnade to AS 4758 are marked as:

Level 275

Level 1506 which is similar to inflatable PF¥pe 1 and suitable for offshore use

Level 106 which is similar to PFD Type 1 and the minimum requirement for offshore use
Level 50 which is similar to PFD Type 2

Level 50 Special Purpose (50) replace PFD Type 3

[T I e e i e i

PFDs made to the new standardse starting to appear on retailers' shelvegictoria currently
recognises PFDs made to ISO 12402 and AS 4758 and these are now readily available throug
retailers. 1S012402 is only recognised in Victoria and AS 4758 will be recognised nationally. Yo
should check with the relevant maritime authority (depending on which state you are operating in)
to ensure that your jacket complies with their requirements.

This change will have a minimum impact on recreational boaters at this stage, as PFDs made to th
previous standard (AS1511D96) can continue to be sold and worn after 1 July 2010. Please note
that, in Victoria, PFDs manufactured before 1996 are no longer compliant and must be replaced.

Post 19968°FDs manufactured to the old standards will be recaghfer many years to come and in
the maijority of cases existing PFDs will not need to be replaced as long as they are serviceable. If yg
are unsure as to whether your PFD is legal you should contact your local marine safety authority.

For more details orPFD regulations in Victoria, please contact Transport Safety Victoria on 1800
223 022 or visiwww.marinesafety.vic.gov.aaul Yy R NBYSYOoSNE A Qa 2yfe
wearing it.



http://www.marinesafety.vic.gov.au/

Tuna and BillfisiCatch Limits for East Coast Set

he Australian FisheriesManagement Authority(AFMA Commissionhas determined the
commercial catch limits for the Eastern Tuna and Bilfishery (ETBF)

For the first time all major species in the fishery will be sultieclirect catch limits. The catch
limits will apply to five fishecies; Albacore Tuna, Bigeye Tuna, Broadbill Swordfish, Stripeith,M
and Yellowfin Tna. a A OKI St 93l y> ! Ca! [/2YYAadaAirzy [ KIA
consistent with the AFMA QoY A 8a4A 2y Qa fS3Aatl dABS NBIjdzANSYS
advice. They demonstrate responsible management for sustainability, providing security and
OSNIFAyGe F2NIFff &adlF1SK2ft RSNA Ay GKAAa AYLR NI

AFMA took advice from the Australia@ommonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organisation (CSIRO), the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciend
(ABARES) and independent scientists before making this decdigloite was also taken from the
Tropical Tuna Mnagement Advisory Committee (TTMAC) which includes experts from environment,
conservation, State government, recreational and charter fishing, and commercial fishing sectors.

There have been considerable reductions in some catch Jifoitexample striped marlinCatches

of striped marlin peaked at nearly 800 tonnes and the new limit of 390 tonnes reflects the best
available scientific advice and had unanimous support from the management advisory committee.
G!fol O2NB Aa | o060A0 RAFFSNByid Ay GKIFG Ada ¢t/
Ftt2ga FT2N O2yiNRttSR SELIyarazy G2 oSaGaGSN dzi A

The Total Allowable Commercial Catch for each of the species for thes284an is;

Albacore tuna 2500 tonnes,
Bigeye tuna 1056 tonnes,
Broadbill swordfish 1550 tonnes,
Striped marlin 390 tonnes, and
Yellowfin tuna 2200 tonnes.

[T I e R e
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conservation of all five of these migratory stocks, whach caught by many countries in the Pacific,
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Captive Breeding of Barred Galaxias

Oyé 2F 1dzAGNI fAFQa Yz2ad SyRFY3ISNBR FTNBaAKG

significant nunbers of young in captivity for the first time in an aquanidacility at the
Department of { dz& G+ Ayl 6 Af AG& | y Rrthup RyBah NBtfGt¥(BRNGaR &
Heidelberg.

5{90a {Syi@NaK O7AG¥fiazaa& ¢l N¥2 wllRA]l &lFARY a¢4
OFrLXiAGAGE A& | @GAllt RS@GSt2LIVSYyd Ay GKS FA13
implements an important action listed in the ti@nal recovery plan for the lonterm conservation
2T GKS &aLISOASaodé

. F NNBR DFfFEAIFA& LI Lz | ( ¢passibdy)froml p@eatioR bid treut antl O I
impacts of drought with the now known 13 key populations wawvide, all residing in a small area

of Victoria. Unfortunately, 90 per cent of its known habitat has been affected by either the 2006 or
the20h @ 0 dzA KT A NBaid ¢ aNJ wl | R

G{K2NIfe I FGUGSNI GKS wnnd o0daKFANBaA 4SS NBaoddzS
Marysville, Kinglake and Lake Mountain and kept them in our aquariums at ARI with the aim of
releasing them again when thdiabitat recoveredlt is ako important for the survival of this species
that we can lend a hand to boost numbers in populations which are naturally recovering after fire or
drought, and to reestablish populations which have been lost. But this is hard when nwnifer
adultfisha6 @SNE 26 d¢

G! NODAFTAOALTE@ NBIFNARY3
help struggling populations, but previous
attempts on other rare galaxiids in
Australia failed or produced very few
@2dzyBakéA & Aa | o NBI 10K
dzy RSNAR Gl YR ¢gKIF{G 3IrSa
DFfl EAILE 0SRNR2YQ | YR
this to artifidally breed and raise young.
This species lives in clear, cold, heavily
shaded mountain streams, so making them
FSSt Fd K2YS Ay |+ FAak GFyl AayQd SlwidbwaldoS O
lent a helping hand by artificially fertilising eggsiirK S I lj dzI NJA dzY = é& ! &/ NJA W IOINE A
RSRAOIGSR GSIFY aLlsyid 6S8S1a lyEA2dzate 61 G§OKAY
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feeding them and changing their water, until the young were large endadie released into the

wild. Eggs from three populations produced about 1,400 young, which is a substantial boost for the
sped S&PE¢KS . I NNBR DIFIflIEALFAE NBO2OSNE | OliAzy ¢
already rare species following the Black Saturday fires in 2009, and was funded jointly by Caring fo
Our Country and the Victorian Bushfire Reconstruction arabiRery Authority.
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http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/dse/nrenari.nsf/Home+Page/DSE+ARI~Home+Page?open

Mordialloc Creek Problems Linger

some time away from any resolution. Thordialloc CreelCommunity(MCC)was formed as

a result of frustration at the lack of progress in dealing with the problem, the main issue of
which is the inability to navigate from the creek to Port Phillip Bay when the tide is lowidvt@@e
up ofa group of 13 commercial and recrémal users of Mordialloc Creek who agraadarly 2010
to work together to addresthe problem

I he problems that boaties who moor their boatsNordialloc Creelare having seem to stitle

MCC conducted avell-attended public rally presented petitions to State Parliamentith over
18,000 signatures and were able to obtain {@lectioncommitmerts from the Baillieu Government
to deal with the problemKingston Council set aside $1.5 million for urgent dredging in the worst

FFFSOGSR LI NIa G2 3SH (K2aS IDespifithis, m Progiekshas/ NJ
been made

There seemsa be some misunderstanding between various tiers of Government as to who is
NEBalLRyaAirofS F2NJ RSFHfAy3a gAGK (GKS LINRofSY | yR
Government. In spite of thikoat ownersare still chargedor keeping their boatin Creek

TheMordialloc Creek Community claims that theeek is now in its worst state within the past 40
years They also suggest that Kingston Council shoefidnd boat lease fees for the past 6 months
and to ceasdoatlease fees until th€reek dedging is completed teatisfactory standard.

Commendation For Brave Man

Lysterfield South man, David Thomstias been commended for bravery following an incident on
Mordialloc Creek.

On the late morning of 1 June 2009, Mr Thomson rescued a drownang from a submerged
excavator at Mordialloc, Victoridhn excavator toppled from a pontoon into a creek, trapping the
operator in the submerged cabin where he was barely able to keep his head above water.

Mr Thomson hurried to the scene and dived inteethreek to help the man. He tried lifting the

operator to keep his airways clear but the victim was panicking and continued to swallow mouthfuls
of water. Mr Thomson called to bystanders for a length of tubing and, inserting a section of vacuum
clekanerho§ Ay (2 GKS @GAOGAYQA Y2dziKZ o0ftS¢ Ay AN G

Concerned that the man was showing signs of unconsciousness, Mr Thomson was able to release h
feet from the excavator pedals and quickly pull him from the cabin up to the surface.

For his ations, Mr Thomson has beeommended fohis extremelybrave conduct.
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Portsea Beach Erosion

problemsat Portseado not appear to be any closer to resolutioBlue Wedge state that

severalmonths of beach works at Portsea have done nothing to solve thblgmo of the
disappearing beach and th#éhe sandbag wall and rockwalle already failing, with the sandbags
nearest the pier breaking apart and slumping into the water.yT$tate thatthe channel deepening
projectis to blame for the problem.

As with the aforementioned problems with Mordialloc Creekhe major beach erosion

In response to comments from Blue Wedges about Portsea Beach, Don Hougtgr@ifé€affice of

the Environmental Monitor saidy { S@Sy G & LISNOSyid 2F GKS ¢g2NI RQa
records of Port Phillip Bay show severe beach erosion has been a
feature of the Bay for more than 100 years. Portsea beach is no
exceptionand has eroded in the past. Detailed monitoring before,
during and after dredging shows that the erosion at Portsea beach is
not attributable to dredging. The first reports of beach erosion were
almost 18 months after most of the entrance dredging.
Oceanogaphic records showed that 2009 was marked by unusual
combinations of heavy swell and storm surges increasing tides in Bass
Strait, probably enough to start the erosion seen in 2009, which then
continued into 2010. While waves at Portsea come from Basst,Str
the path they take does not cross any of the areas that were dredged.
All relevant reports are available on the Office of the Environmental
Monitor web site at www.oem.vic.gov.au/BeachesinPortPhillipBay

Regardless of whoever is right or wrong, all beach usdise area would like to see this matter
resolved in the not too distant future. Stay tuned.

"Did you name it after me,
like you said you would?"
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Action in Fog

By Doug King Boating Instructorg Boating Victoria

fog becomes a real possibility, it is a good time to discuss ways of navigating in fog and

I og can be one of thescariest situations at se&lith the time of year fast approaching where
restricted visibility.

Fog is caused when water vapour condenses into tiny liquid water droplets in thieigparticularly
comman over salt water due to the salt promoting condensation. The most common fogs this time
of year are radiation fogs. These form when air is stable and relatively moist. Thestkyentlear

as well which cawes heat loss by radiation. Light winds afgo a requirement for the formation of
radiation fogswl RAF GA2y F23&8 OFy 6S I OOdzN) iSfé& LINBRA
risen but can be slow to dissipate over water. Advection And Sea Fogs can occur along the coast ar
pose the samehallenges.

If possible, avoid fog byot going out on the water. If it is imperative that you make a trip or get
caught out, sensible precautions and myglanning will make it easier and saf®avigating in poor
visibility can be stressful and dangerolisyou are inexperienced in restricted visibility it is easy to
get lost or imagine that you are travelling in a direction that is different to reditg.y Qi F 2 NB 9
restricted W AaAO0Af AGE aAldz GA2ya o Kheightened nslOf dzRS & 2 622 H
already wearing a PFD on you must put one on.

Theae are a numbeof dangers in fog. They are:

1 CollisionThis isprobably the biggest danger particularly if you are operating in a busy area
or in a Port area such as Port Phillip, Geeld¥gsternport or Portland.

T Hitting a hazardGPSs a great aid to knowing where you are lhigh levels of skill are
required for accurate navigation and they do not predict accurately where you might be in
the future. Hazards appear suddenly out of fog and it can be hard to assess the path of
moving vessels.

71 GettingLost andNot Being Able To Locate Your Launching Position or Marina.

While GPS aids significantly in position fixing it is not acceptable as good seamanship to enter &
Marina or narrow chnnel or river using GPS alone. Errors in placing waypoints, currents and tidal
flow can all play a part in taking you off course sufficiently to have an incident that will spoil your
day. Most boaties would have heard of people coming to grief by gelyirely on their electronic
aids.

Thee are a number of strategies that good boaties employ to deal with risks posed by fog and
restricted visibility.In all cases you shouklow down to a safe speeashd turn on your navigation
lights. A safe speed isspeed which allows you take action to avoid a collision. In heavy fog you will
most certainly be down to a walking pace. It is up to the skipper to determine visibility distances and
set an appropriate speed.

13 |




To Minimise Risks of Collision.

1 Sounda fog signal On small boat underway the correct sound signal is one long blast every
two minutes. Vessel under 12 metres may use any means to make sound signals. If yoJ
R2y Qi KIFI@S | K2NYys> O2yaARSNI OFNNBEAY3A I+ HKJ

1 Postlookoutsand keep a sharp lookout. Lookouts should also keep a keen ear out for other
vessels sounding fog signals. It is a good practice to stop from time to time and shut down
the engine to listen.

1 Be aware on hearing another vessels fog signal that ddravels in varying ways through
fog and the apparent direction of the signal or the intensity of the sound may not be what it
seems.

{1 If you are in a port or approaches to a port, monitor the working channel for the Vessel
Traffic System. In Port Philiipis channel 12 VHF and Westernpe@hannel 14. You will
hear ships reporting positions and can use that information to build up a picture of large
shipping traffic.

{1 Ifyou are in a small boat, stay in water that is to shallow for large vessels.

Avoiding Hazards.

1 If necessary, find shallow water out of high traffic areas and drop the anchor. Wait until fog
clears and continue your journey.

1 You may be able to change your route and take a track that provides greater clearance from
dangers such as reefshoals and headlands than you normally allow in clear conditions.
That is¢ build in a greater safety margin.

1 Use the GPS to set clearing distances from dangers and have the alarm set.

1 Monitor depth and use a depth alarm to alert you when you start reaghshallow water.

This can also help you fix position.

Avoid Getting Lost

1 Good boaties will plan their trip in detail before leaving even if fog is not forecast. They also
maintain situational awarenessthey know where they are all the time and whaampass
course to steer home.

1 If fog rolls in, fix your position immediately and re confirm a compass course to safety.
Review your position and double check for dangers en route including the possibility of
encountering other vessels.

1 If you have radi@ontact with your local Volunteer Marine Rescue Group (VMR), radio your
position and intentions to them.

1aS @2dz2NJ O2YLI aa G2 aiuSSNII O2dz2NES® Dt { dzy A {
guide you but they take your eye off a wider othko Compass steering allows you to maintain a
steady course without your eyes being diverted constantly to a sctégou have planned your trip
0ST2NBE KSIRAYy3I 2dzix 3ASGGAy3a K2YS gAatt o6S I f
K I @ S gred yduwhave put yourself under unnecessary pressure when fog rolls in having to plan
G2y GKS aLRid¢ o

52y Qi NBfe az2tsSfte 2y GKS Dt{ G2 a2t @S &2dzNJ L]
hit the wrong button. In fog, preparation is evemytg. But then preparation is good practice all the
time.
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Finally

Safe boating in fog or restricted visibility relies ggeing and being seen, hearing and being heard
There are a number of legal requirements such as Sound Signals, safe speed and lightin
requirements. These are only a re enforcement of good seamanship practice.

Put your PFD on, fix your position and radio your position to the local YAMjRod tip if tavelling
with other vessels is to have the lead vessel trail a life ring or other suitable floating object on a light
line behind them. This object creates a wake that others can follow at a safe distance.

Practice steering a compass course in good weratnd it will be easier in fog. At the very least
know the compass course back to your base before you |é&2emember, the one good thing about
fog is that at this time of the year, it generally means a fine sunny calm day once it has lifted.

9 RA (i at&lava arévfortunate to have the support of Doug King. Doug is one of the most knowledgdfble
peoplethere is when it comes to boatirend has over 35 Years experience with power boatitig experienc
includes twelve years experienas a Water Policemaand he has been a Power Boat Instructor & Years.
Doug appears regularly anwA GSNJ 62 wSSTe¢ 2y [/ KIFyySt omod 2S5 HILILIN
Bulletin.

Steer Clear

his article has been kindly provided by the Port of Melbou@@rporaton (PoMC). The

problem of recreational craft fishing in shipping channgées not seem to completely go

g1 &@3X KSy OSSteérfCacampaigh. Wa thank them for the contribution to this
member Bulletin.

Port of Melbourne Corporation (PoM@)nsthe Steer Cleaboating campaign as part of its focus on
safety for recreational boat owners who share the bays with commercial ships. It highlights the
dangers to small recreational boats of anchorargmooringin the shipping channels of Port Phillip
and Western Port baysThe campaign is run in conjunction with Victoria Water Pollcansport
Safety Victoria Maritime Division, Parks Victoria and the Australian Volunteer CoastGuard.

Safety message
Port of Melbourne Harbour Master, Captain David Shghia a8 ARY G¢KA A& A& Yy

message We want boat operators and
anglers to enjoy their time on the water but
to do so responsibly by steering clear of

; large shipg
g G YOK2NAY3I 2NJ Y22 NR Y 3
5“,;'_,"_'_'_';;_-_-‘--_: - is like parking on a railwagrossing. It is

poon  MINEIRSTRIRE dangerous and illegal and can endanger

' - lives. Large ships do not have brakes or the
manoeuvrability to avoid small boats which
FNBE 2F0Sy RAFFAOdZ G
ONARISZE abFAR /[ FLIFAY
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Transit Only Zone

In addition to not achoring or mooring in channels, a strict Transit Only Zone (TOZ) applies in Port
Phillip, near Fawkner Beacon. Boats must not anchor or drift in this area. PenaltiesTd@plyOZ
covers the Port Melbourne Channel south of Breakwater Pier, the water®xppately 500 metres

to the west and 200 metres to the east of the Port Melbourne Channel, and includes the Eastern By
Pass Channel and the western shallow draught fairway and extends approximately three miles to the
south of Fawkner Beacon.

Penalties

t2a/ aidNRy3Ifte SyO02dzNF3ISa o2FdSNa G2 O2YLX & 4 All

officers, who patrol Port Phillip, can and do ispemaltieswhen required. Victoria Water Police also
issue penalties for infringements.

For more informdion

To learn more about thé&teer Cleaprogram and the TOZ in Port Phillip, please visit the Port of
Melbourne website orwww.portofmelbourne.com/boatingYou can read th&teer Cleabrochure,
check the position of beacons and view a map of the TOZ location.

Western Port information is available omww.portofhastings.vic.gov.au on the Recreational
Boating pages in the Community secti

Anglesea River Fish Kills

Many memberswvould be aware of a fish kill evern the Anglesea River in 2010, but most would
not beaware of the fact thathere were multiple fish kill events that took plade fact, there were

five such events in Ségmber and October of last yeglus a further such event in mid January
After the last event, it is believed that all fish life

in the river had been completely wiped out.

Apparently, he Environmental Protection
Agency has indicated hat this event was a
natural event that could not be preventedwe
are given to understand that the only thing they
tested for where PH levelsn the river
Apparentlythey did no other testing to
determine how the fish deaths occurred and
they did no tokcality reports on the water at all
apart fromthe pH checksWe are also advised
that the EPA did not check the dead fisih any
toxins either. Some local people believe that
thereweNB YdzZf GALX S FI OO0 2 NE&
water quality, from increasiig demand for bore

" water, fire management in the catchmeiind
_ﬂ licensed discharge into the river system.

Garry Kerr With Some of the Fish Killed
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http://www.portofmelbourne.com/boating
http://www.portofhastings.vic.gov.au/

Largely driven by Garry Kefthe Great Ocean Road Outdocer@re and the local angling clyb
publicmeetings were held and a petition taken up and presented to the Victorian Parliaffieat
petition requested:

1 That the State Gvernment instigate immediate remedial action to rehabilitate the
Anglesea River.

1 Implement a full independent inquiry, to furthenvestigate this environmental
disaster that has befallen the Anglesea River.

1 That the state government put in place action deemed necessary to fully rehabilitate
this system to its original estuarine state now and for the future.

1 Also determine if the revant government departments followed the appropriate
procedures set out in the fish kprotocol in 2006 by the then Environmentifister
John Twaithes

The current situation of the river ithat the
mouth has been open since January. A series of
very high tides are helping with Natural
recruitment back into the riverlt is currently
fishing well Bream and a Elepharfish have
been caught It is believed while the mouth is
open the river will continue to improve
however, this does not adress the prblems
nor does it garantee the health of the river
especially if the river mouth closadopefully, an
Inquiry will address all these problems and help
Identify those who may be responsible.

Public Meeting

Marion Bay

be pretty popular, so we decided to do one more article about this fishing paradise that is largely

undiscovered¢ KA & | NI AOfS O2yOSyiNIGSa 2y al Naz2y
Marion Bay is a reasonably easy two day drive from Melbourne, even when towing youk\iosr
you look at the amazing fishing opportunities Marion Bay has to ,oiftés well worth the drive.
Apart from offering sensational fishing opportunities fdéfshore fishing, there is also plenty of great
FAAKAY 3 2y 27T TS NFyduwddt tb tatchiRthadbnhagiS1Rg Whiting te2eQsind better
place to start than at Marion Bayictorian anglers would be crazy nat put this amazing spot onto
their dmust d¢ list.

I n our last member Bulletinveran an article on Yorke Peninsula, South Austrtiat proved to

L O @dpular belief that explorer and Master afiner, Matthew Flinders, was the first white man to
catch a fish on Yorke Peninsula. In late March of 1802 Flinders took his slotqpyekggator,high
into western Gulf St. Vincemind went ashore in a long boatittle did Flinders know, of course, that
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