
1  

 

  Member Bulletin 
From 

Recreational Fishing and Trailer Boat Owners Advocacy and Support Group 

 

Hi to all members 

This latest edition of your Member Bulletin is packed full of fishing & boating news and articles and 
we hope you enjoy it. We continue to grow as an organisation and also continue to receive a lot of 
positive feedback about what we are doing. Production of our Member Bulletins requires a lot (and I 
mean a lot) of work, so the good feedback is very satisfying to receive and makes it all worth while. 

In this issue we welcome aboard the Minister for Ports, Dennis Napthine, who has kindly contributed 
a supportive boating/fishing message. We look forward to more future contributions from Dr 
Napthine. Also, contributing to this Member Bulletin for the first is the Port of Melbourne 
Corporation, who we welcome aboard too. Transport Safety continues to support us with their 
critical safety messages; on this occasion being advice concerning a revision of the manufacturing 
standards for Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs). 

This Member Bulletin contains an exciting special offer from a great fly fishing lodge (Stonefly Lodge) 
situated in the beautiful South Island of New Zealand, details of which are set out in an article about 
fly fishing in an around the lodge. It was an extremely nice surprise for the operators of Stonefly 
Lodge to make this kind offer to our members. We do not have any financial arrangements with the 
operators and we make no money from any special offers, or any other businesses that appear in 
this document. ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
money. We are purely about promoting boating and fishing. 

There are some imperfections in the quality of the ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ aŜƳōŜǊ .ǳƭƭŜǘƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
best we could do with the time and resources available to us. Apologies for that, we will do a bit 
better next time. 

Best wishes from the team at: 

Recreational Fishing and Trailer Boat Owners Advocacy and Support Group 

ABN 006 198 750 

Telephone:  0397294444 Mobile: 0419568111: Fax 0397793454 

E-mail: rftboasg@optusnet.com.au 
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Message From The Minister 

As the new Minister for Ports (including marine safety), and having 
been very familiar with this portfolio leading up to my 
appointment, I recognise that recreational boating and fishing is an 
integral part of our community and economy. For instance, more 
than 700,000 Victorians undertake some form of recreational 
ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ Ϸунр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ 
and directly employing more than 5000 Victorians. Recreational 
fishing and boating is particularly important for rural and regional 
Victoria. 

The Baillieu Government understands the need to ensure the ongoing viability and growth of the 
sector is maintained. And we also want to cooperate with the sector to make sure that safety on the 
water is kept at the fore front of our minds. With my electorate being on the South West Coast, I am 
aware of many of the issues facing recreational boaters and fishers today. The Baillieu Government 
is committed to improving facilities and amenities along the coast and waterways, and also 
committed to providing better and safer access to waterways. Our aim is to improve the boating and 
fishing experience for all users. 

Safety on the water is always a concern and with the recent delivery of government funded rescue 
vessels to the volunteer organisations Volunteer Marine Rescue (VMR) Mornington and the 
Australian Volunteer Coastguard Association at Lakes Entrance, we are demonstrating that we take 
safety on the water seriously.  

LΩŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊs that Marine Safety Victoria and Public Transport Safety Victoria 
merged on the 1st July 2010 to become Transport Safety Victoria (TSV). While the name has 
changed, TSV will still be providing all the same boating safety advice and education as they always 
have, just now under a different name. You can visit their new site at 
www.transportsafety.vic.gov.au. 

Recreational boating and fishing is important and our Government is keen to listen to experienced 
boaters and anglers, and look at initiatives that will benefit the community. 

I look forward to being of service to you, and good luck with your next catch. 

The Hon Dr Denis Napthine MP 

Minister for Ports 
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Hastings Port Issue ς We Were Right  

embers may recall that in our April 2010 Meember Bulletin we raised concerns about the 
plans that were coming to light about ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴǇƻǊǘ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ άŘŜŜǇ ²ŀǘŜǊέ 
Shipping Port.  We wrote that: άUntil recently, no new major threats to Westernport have 

been evident. Unfortunately, that could all change, as there has been increasing speculation about 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ Ƙǳō ƛƴ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΩǎ ƻǳǘŜǊ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ǎǳōǳǊōǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
close proximity to Hastingsέ.  

άAny upscaling of the existing Port and the subsequent increase in shipping traffic would have serious 
ramifications for recreational fishing. Unlike Port Phillip Bay, Westernport does not seem to have any 
major problems with introduced exotic pests, such as North Pacific Seastars. This would be one of the 
biggest concerns if moves were made to create a major shipping port anywhere within Westernport. 
There would also be issues such as channel deepening projects and widening of existing channels. We 
will do our best to find out more precise details as to what is being planned and will continue to bring 
this issue to the attention of our membersέ. 

It was recently reported that the Brumby Government engaged specialist Consultants to advise on 
strategies and costings to transform Hastings into a Container Port. This project has, apparently been 
picked up by the Baillieu Government. You heard it first from us. We will endeavour to keep across 
this issue and keep members advised of developments. 

 

Macquarie Perch Being Bred at Narrandera  

ndustry & Investment NSW (I&I NSW) scientists at the Narrandera Fisheries Centre have bred the 
endangered Macquarie Perch for the first time in captivity, using a novel approach involving the 
construction of an ΨŀǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŀƳΩ. Scientists at the Narrandera Fisheries Centre led captive 

Perch into thinking they were in a natural environment and the fish reached breeding condition. Dr 
Dean Gilligan from I&I NSW said the fish used for the successful breeding program were from a 

remnant population rescued from the upper 
Lachlan River catchment after their habitat was 
threatened by the recent introduction of redfin 
perch. Macquarie Perch populations began to crash 
in the mid 1900s, most likely due to habitat 
degradation associated with river regulation, fish 
passage barriers, land clearing and associated 
sedimentation and other forms of water pollution. 
By the 1970s, Macquarie perch were considered to 
be seriously threatened with extinction and the 
species has continued to decline. With this 

breakthrough, I&I NSW will look at using a conservation stocking program in those parts of the 
aǳǊǊŀȅπ5ŀǊƭƛƴƎ .ŀǎƛƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ aŀŎǉǳŀǊƛŜ ǇŜǊŎƘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ, or have become locally 
extinct, provided suitable habitat can be found or rehabilitated. This research has been supported 
with funds from the (NSW) Recreational Freshwater Fishing Trust. 
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Blue Groper 

othing is straight forward in this 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ ! ǊŜŎŜƴǘ άƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 
in the print media proclaimed recent 
sightings of Blue Groper on reef areas 

of Victorian waters as being evidence of a 
species that was endangered, starting to have 
some kind of resurgence. This was quickly 
followed by Fisheries Victoria who proposed to 
ban the taking of Blue Groper in Victorian 
Waters for a minimum period of twelve 
months. Sounds good so far, but some 
members from the diving fraternity do not agree. As we understand it, there are two species of Blue 
Groper in Victorian waters, being Eastern Blue Groper (Achoerodus viridis) and Western Blue 
Groper(Achoerodus gouldii)Σ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊŜǾŀƭŜƴǘ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ tǊƻƳƻƴǘƻǊȅ. The 
latterΩs distribution seems to be ƭŜǎǎŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ άŜȄǇŜǊǘέ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 
on the subject has indicated that low numbers of these fish occur in Victoria. Some members of the 
diving fraternity, however, are adamant that neither of these fish species is endangered nor, they 
say, do they readily approach divers and are therefore easy to spear. On the other hand, some other 
divers say they are an easy prey for spearies, so the true situation is far from being clear. Before 
taking precipitate action on this issue, we hope that cool heads will be applied to the issue and any 
management decisions made are based on fact, not emotion. We will retain a keen interest in this 
important issue.  

 

Fish Moving South? 

Global Warming? Climate change? Who really 
knows for sure, but any salt water fish species  
being  caught well outside of its known range 
seems to spark interest these days. Mahi Mahi 
have been caught in Bass Strait. Cobia have been 
caught in Westerport and now the latest 
unusual catch, again in Westernport, being a 
Butterfly Gurnard, or Red Gurnard. These fish 
are quite commonly caught in oceanic waters off 
the South Coast of NSW and divers sometimes 

see small specimens in Victorian oceanic waters, however, ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
caught in ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ .ŀȅǎ ƻǊ estuaries. They grow to about 50cm. The fish caught in 
westernport was 48cm and had roe. Butterfly Gurnard are an extremely pretty fish and it seems a 
shame to keep them, but they seem to be fairly plentiful in NSW and they are good eating too, so it 
is up to the individual angler as to whether they are kept or returned to the water. 
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Victorian Auditor-General Report on Marine National Parks 

n an interesting recent development, a report released by the Victorian Auditor-General's Office 
(VAGO) this week clearly shows that Marine National Parks and their managers have άtotally 
failedέ to achieve the benefits to the marine environment claimed. 

This audit examined how effectively Marine National Parks have been managed to protect Marine 
Biodiversity. It assessed Parks Victoria, as the agency with primary responsibility, on its planning 
frameworks, management activities, and monitoring, evaluation and reporting activities relevant to 
MPAs. The audit also assessed the Department of Sustainability and EnvirƻƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ό5{9ύ role in 
marine policy and marine biosecurity and the fishing compliance activities that the Department of 
Primary Industries performs in marine protected areas. 

The report concluded that the marine environment has no tangible boundaries between protected 
areas and the other marine areas indicating that the ideals behind pockets of "marine protection" 
are very limited and cannot ever be truly effective. The VAGO report went on to say "the most 
effective way to manage environmental threats is through integrated policy and planning that 
considers the whole marine environment and involves the key stakeholders involved in its 
management" 

The report also concluded that Parks Victoria cannot show that marine biodiversity is being 
protected or that the related management obligations of applying resources as intended are being 
discharged. Little environmental management activity is evident across its marine protected areas. 
The report also stated, άIn common with our 2010 performance audit, Control of Invasive Plants and 
Animals in ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ tŀǊƪǎΣ this audit points to systemic weaknesses with planning, program 
management and resource allocation that should be addressedέ. 

The Department of Sustainability and Environment and Parks Victoria have welcomed the Audit 
Report and have accepted the recommendations made. We will keep across this important issue and 
keep members advised as further developments occur. 

 

Unwelcome Mako Jumps Into Boat 

It happens from time to time to the degree that it 
can hardly considered to be news, But we thought 
we would report it anyway. A Texas based 
commercial fisherman got the fright of his life when 
a 2.5m shark jumped into the back of his boat 
without warning.  Jason Kresse, was dumping fish 
guts over the side of his boat about 80km offshore 
when the shark jumped aboard. The 170kg mako 
shark thrashed violently aboard the 7.5m boat as 
Mr Kresse and his crewmates tried and failed to get 
the giant animal back overboard in the early hours 
of 28th March. "All of a sudden something hit the 

side of the boat," he said. "He ends up landing on the back of the boat." The shark died several hours 
later, damaging the boat in its struggle to escape. Mr Kresse needed to get a forklift to get the 
animal off the boat.  

I 
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Sharks ς Colour Blind? 

ebate has raged over the years as to whether fish are colour blind or not. How many times 
do we struggle to catch fish on artificial lures and suddenly things change when we change 
lure colour and, wham, the fish fight each other to get to the lure. This is not absolute proof 

that fish are colour cognitive, but sometimes it seems at times as if they are. 

A new study has shown that, on the other hand,  Sharks may be unable to distinguish between 
colours. This has arisen from a Laboratory study published recently. Researchers in Australia, using a 
technique called micro-spectrophotometry, looked at the retinal cells of 17 species of shark caught 
off Queensland and Western Australia. 

In all 17 species, the commonest kind of light receptors were "rod" cells, which are highly sensitive 
to light and allow night vision but cannot tell colours apart, they found. Yet the sharks lacked cone 
cells, which respond individually to light at specific wavelengths. In human eyes, a variety of cone 
cells helps us to distinguish between colours. 

In 10 of the 17 shark species, no cone cells were found at all. Cone cells were found in the other 
seven species, but they were all of a single type, sensitive to wavelengths of around 530 
nanometres, which is green. The investigators think that this retinal system means sharks are able to 
tell between shades of grey but, most probably, not between colours. Monochromatic vision is very 
rare among land species, because colour vision is a tool for survival in terrestrial habitats. 

But it is less important in the marine environment, where colours are progressively filtered out at 
depth and survival depends on distinguishing contrasts, to determine whether a shape in the gloom 
is prey or predator. Previous research has found that whales, dolphins and seals also possess green-
sensitive cone cells, which suggests that these marine mammals and sharks arrived at the same 
visual design in parallel, according to the study. 

The study could help prevent shark attacks on humans and develop fishing gear that could reduce 
accidental catches of sharks by long-line trawlers. "Our study shows that contrast against the 
background, rather than colour per se, may be more important for object detection by sharks," said 
lead scientist Nathan Scott Hart at the University of Western Australia. 

"This may help us to design long-line fishing lures that are less attractive to sharks as well as to 
design swimming attire and surf craft that have a lower visual contrast to sharks and therefore are 
less 'attractive' to them." 
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Personal Flotation Devices ς An important 
update from Transport Safety Victoria 

ollowing a revision of the manufacturing standards for 
Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs), there is now a wider 
variety of PFDs accepted under the Marine Regulations 

2009. PFDs are a key piece of safety equipment when boating. 
You are required to wear your jacket when underway and in an 
open area on vessels up to and including 4.8 metres in length. 
On vessels larger than this you are required to wear your jacket 
when underway, in an open area of the vessel during times of 
ΨƘŜƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ǊƛǎƪΩΦLƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ tC5 
Types 1, 2 and 3 (found on page 20 of the Victorian 
Recreational Boating safety Handbook) the following new 
standards apply: 

AS 4758; and ISO 12402. ISO 12402 and AS 4758 are being introduced to more closely align with 
international standards and take into account advances in PFD design and manufacture. 

PFDs made to AS 4758 are marked as: 

ü Level 275 
ü Level 150 - which is similar to inflatable PFD Type 1 and suitable for offshore use  
ü Level 100 - which is similar to PFD Type 1 and the minimum requirement for  offshore use  
ü Level 50 - which is similar to PFD Type 2  
ü Level 50 Special Purpose (50s) - to replace PFD Type 3 

PFDs made to the new standards are starting to appear on retailers' shelves. Victoria currently 
recognises PFDs made to ISO 12402 and AS 4758 and these are now readily available through 
retailers. ISO12402 is only recognised in Victoria and AS 4758 will be recognised nationally. You 
should check with the relevant maritime authority (depending on which state you are operating in) 
to ensure that your jacket complies with their requirements. 

This change will have a minimum impact on recreational boaters at this stage, as PFDs made to the 
previous standard (AS1512-1996) can continue to be sold and worn after 1 July 2010. Please note 
that, in Victoria, PFDs manufactured before 1996 are no longer compliant and must be replaced.  

Post 1996 PFDs manufactured to the old standards will be recognised for many years to come and in 
the majority of cases existing PFDs will not need to be replaced as long as they are serviceable. If you 
are unsure as to whether your PFD is legal you should contact your local marine safety authority. 

For more details on PFD regulations in Victoria, please contact Transport Safety Victoria on 1800 

223 022 or visit www.marinesafety.vic.gov.au ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ƧŀŎƪŜǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

wearing it. 

 

 

 

F 
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Tuna and Billfish Catch Limits for East Coast Set 

he Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA Commission) has determined the 
commercial catch limits for the Eastern Tuna and Billfish Fishery (ETBF). 

For the first time all major species in the fishery will be subject to direct catch limits. The catch 
limits will apply to five fish species; Albacore Tuna, Bigeye Tuna, Broadbill Swordfish, Striped Marlin, 
and Yellowfin Tuna. aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 9ƎŀƴΣ !Ca! /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
consistent with the AFMA CoƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ 
advice. They demonstrate responsible management for sustainability, providing security and 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƛǎƘŜǊȅέΦ 

AFMA took advice from the Australian Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation (CSIRO), the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences 
(ABARES) and independent scientists before making this decision. Advice was also taken from the 
Tropical Tuna Management Advisory Committee (TTMAC) which includes experts from environment, 
conservation, State government, recreational and charter fishing, and commercial fishing sectors.  

There have been considerable reductions in some catch limits, for example striped marlin. Catches 
of striped marlin peaked at nearly 800 tonnes and the new limit of 390 tonnes reflects the best 
available scientific advice and had unanimous support from the management advisory committee. 
ά!ƭōŀŎƻǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘǎ ¢!//Σ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǇǊŜŎŀǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǎǘƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳǘƛƭƛǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣέ aǊ 9Ǝŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

The Total Allowable Commercial Catch for each of the species for the 2011 season is; 

ü Albacore tuna 2500 tonnes, 

ü Bigeye tuna 1056 tonnes, 

ü Broadbill swordfish 1550 tonnes, 

ü Striped marlin 390 tonnes, and 

ü Yellowfin tuna 2200 tonnes. 

ά¢ƘŜ 9¢.C ƛǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ CƛǎƘŜǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŜŘ 

bȅ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻŘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ό²/tC/ύΣέ aǊ 9Ǝŀƴ 

ǎŀƛŘΣ ά!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŎŀǘŎƘŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ м ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛǎƘŜǊȅΦ ¢ƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

conservation of all five of these migratory stocks, which are caught by many countries in the Pacific, 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƛǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻǊǳƳΦέ  
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Captive Breeding of Barred Galaxias 

ƴŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ŦǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƛǎƘΣ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǊŜŘ DŀƭŀȄƛŀǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ 
significant numbers of young in captivity for the first time in an aquarium facility at the 
Department of {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ό5{9ύ Arthur Rylah Institute (ARI) at 

Heidelberg.  
 
5{9Ωǎ {ŜƴƛƻǊ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘ ς CƛǎƘ 9ŎƻƭƻƎȅ ¢ŀǊƳƻ wŀŀŘƛƪ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢ƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǊŜŜŘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
ŎŀǇǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ Ψ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ bŜƳƻΩ ŦǊƻƳ ŜȄǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ 
implements an important action listed in the national recovery plan for the long-term conservation 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦέ 

ά.ŀǊǊŜŘ DŀƭŀȄƛŀǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ (possibly) from predation by trout and 
impacts of drought with the now known 13 key populations world-wide, all residing in a small area 
of Victoria. Unfortunately, 90 per cent of its known habitat has been affected by either the 2006 or 
the 20лф ōǳǎƘŦƛǊŜǎΣέ aǊ wŀŀŘik said.  

ά{ƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ нллф ōǳǎƘŦƛǊŜǎ ǿŜ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘ ŦƛǎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎǊŜŜƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƴŜŀǊ 
Marysville, Kinglake and Lake Mountain and kept them in our aquariums at ARI with the aim of 
releasing them again when their habitat recovered. It is also important for the survival of this species 
that we can lend a hand to boost numbers in populations which are naturally recovering after fire or 
drought, and to re-establish populations which have been lost. But this is hard when numbers of 
adult fish arŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǿΦέ  

ά!ǊǘƛŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
help struggling populations, but previous 
attempts on other rare galaxiids in 
Australia failed or produced very few 
ȅƻǳƴƎΦέ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƴƻǿ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǊŜd 
DŀƭŀȄƛŀǎ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ 
this to artificially breed and raise young. 
This species lives in clear, cold, heavily 
shaded mountain streams, so making them 

ŦŜŜƭ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƛǎƘ ǘŀƴƪ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜŀǎȅΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŜƎƎǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŀǿƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wild but also 
lent a helping hand by artificially fertilising eggs in ǘƘŜ ŀǉǳŀǊƛǳƳΣέ aǊ wŀŀŘƛƪ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά!ƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘŜŀƳ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŜƎƎǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΣ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǘŎƘΦέ  
 
ά¢ƘŜƴΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƴŜǿ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǇŜƴǘ a further six weeks caring for the young as they grew, 
feeding them and changing their water, until the young were large enough to be released into the 
wild. Eggs from three populations produced about 1,400 young, which is a substantial boost for the 
specƛŜǎΦέ¢ƘŜ .ŀǊǊŜŘ DŀƭŀȄƛŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
already rare species following the Black Saturday fires in 2009, and was funded jointly by Caring for 
Our Country and the Victorian Bushfire Reconstruction and Recovery Authority.  

 
 

 

  

O 

http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/dse/nrenari.nsf/Home+Page/DSE+ARI~Home+Page?open
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Mordialloc Creek Problems Linger 

he problems that boaties who moor their boats in Mordialloc Creek are having seem to still be 
some time away from any resolution. The Mordialloc Creek Community (MCC) was formed as 
a result of frustration at the lack of progress in dealing with the problem, the main issue of 

which is the inability to navigate from the creek to Port Phillip Bay when the tide is low. MCC is made 
up of a group of 13 commercial and recreational users of Mordialloc Creek who agreed in early 2010 
to work together to address the problem. 

MCC conducted a well-attended public rally, presented petitions to State Parliament with over 
18,000 signatures and were able to obtain pre-election commitments from the Baillieu Government 
to deal with the problem. Kingston Council set aside $1.5 million for urgent dredging in the worst 
ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ΨƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩΦ Despite this, no progress has 
been made. 

There seems to be some misunderstanding between various tiers of Government as to who is 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ άƘŀƴŘōŀƭƭƛƴƎέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ [ƻŎŀƭ 
Government. In spite of this, boat owners are still charged for keeping their boats in Creek.   

The Mordialloc Creek Community claims that the creek is now in its worst state within the past 40 
years.  They also suggest that Kingston Council should refund boat lease fees for the past 6 months 
and to cease boat lease fees until the Creek dredging is completed to satisfactory standard.   

 

Commendation For Brave Man 

Lysterfield South man, David Thomson, has been commended for bravery following an incident on 
Mordialloc Creek. 

On the late morning of 1 June 2009, Mr Thomson rescued a drowning man from a submerged 
excavator at Mordialloc, Victoria. An excavator toppled from a pontoon into a creek, trapping the 
operator in the submerged cabin where he was barely able to keep his head above water.  

Mr Thomson hurried to the scene and dived into the creek to help the man. He tried lifting the 
operator to keep his airways clear but the victim was panicking and continued to swallow mouthfuls 
of water. Mr Thomson called to bystanders for a length of tubing and, inserting a section of vacuum 
cleaner hosŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƛƳΩǎ ƳƻǳǘƘΣ ōƭŜǿ ƛƴ ŀƛǊ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎΦ  

Concerned that the man was showing signs of unconsciousness, Mr Thomson was able to release his 
feet from the excavator pedals and quickly pull him from the cabin up to the surface. 

For his actions, Mr Thomson has been commended for his extremely brave conduct. 

 

T 
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Portsea Beach Erosion 

s with the aforementioned problems with Mordialloc Creek, the major beach erosion 
problems at Portsea do not appear to be any closer to resolution. Blue Wedges state that  
several months of beach works at Portsea have done nothing to solve the problem of the 

disappearing beach and that the sandbag wall and rockwall are already failing, with the sandbags 
nearest the pier breaking apart and slumping into the water. They state that the channel deepening 
project is to blame for the problem.  

In response to comments from Blue Wedges about Portsea Beach, Don Hough, Director of Office of 
the Environmental Monitor said: Ϧ{ŜǾŜƴǘȅ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎŀƴŘȅ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǊƻŘƛƴƎΦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 

records of Port Phillip Bay show severe beach erosion has been a 
feature of the Bay for more than 100 years. Portsea beach is no 
exception and has eroded in the past. Detailed monitoring before, 
during and after dredging shows that the erosion at Portsea beach is 
not attributable to dredging. The first reports of beach erosion were 
almost 18 months after most of the entrance dredging. 
Oceanographic records showed that 2009 was marked by unusual 
combinations of heavy swell and storm surges increasing tides in Bass 
Strait, probably enough to start the erosion seen in 2009, which then 
continued into 2010. While waves at Portsea come from Bass Strait, 
the path they take does not cross any of the areas that were dredged. 
All relevant reports are available on the Office of the Environmental 
Monitor web site at www.oem.vic.gov.au/BeachesinPortPhillipBay 
 

Regardless of whoever is right or wrong, all beach users in the area would like to see this matter 
resolved in the not too distant future. Stay tuned. 

 

Seconds From Death????? 
  

A 

file:///C:/Dads%20Files/RFTBOA/My%20Documents/Fishing%20and%20Boating/Member%20Bulletins%20All/Member%20Bulletins/Member%20Bulletins%202011/www.oem.vic.gov.au/BeachesinPortPhillipBay
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Action in Fog  

By Doug King ς Boating Instructor ς Boating Victoria 

og can be one of the scariest situations at sea. With the time of year fast approaching where 
fog becomes a real possibility, it is a good time to discuss ways of navigating in fog and 
restricted visibility. 

Fog is caused when water vapour condenses into tiny liquid water droplets in the air. It is particularly 
common over salt water due to the salt promoting condensation.  The most common fogs this time 
of year are radiation fogs.  These form when air is stable and relatively moist.  The sky must be clear 
as well which causes heat loss by radiation.  Light winds are also a requirement for the formation of 
radiation fogs. wŀŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻƎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ άōǳǊƴ ƻŦŦέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ Ƙŀǎ 
risen but can be slow to dissipate over water.  Advection And Sea Fogs can occur along the coast and 
pose the same challenges. 

If possible, avoid fog by not going out on the water. If it is imperative that you make a trip or get 
caught out, sensible precautions and pre ςplanning will make it easier and safer. Navigating in poor 
visibility can be stressful and dangerous. If you are inexperienced in restricted visibility it is easy to 
get lost or imagine that you are travelling in a direction that is different to reality. 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
restricted vƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ CƻƎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άheightened riskέ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
already wearing a PFD on you must put one on. 

There are a number of dangers in fog.  They are: 

¶ Collision This is probably the biggest danger particularly if you are operating in a busy area 
or in a Port area such as Port Phillip, Geelong, Westernport or Portland.  

¶ Hitting a hazard GPS is a great aid to knowing where you are but ς high levels of skill are 
required for accurate navigation and they do not predict accurately where you might be in 
the future.  Hazards appear suddenly out of the fog and it can be hard to assess the path of 
moving vessels. 

¶ Getting Lost and Not Being Able To Locate Your Launching Position or Marina. 
While GPS aids significantly in position fixing it is not acceptable as good seamanship to enter a 
Marina or narrow channel or river using GPS alone.  Errors in placing waypoints, currents and tidal 
flow can all play a part in taking you off course sufficiently to have an incident that will spoil your 
day.  Most boaties would have heard of people coming to grief by relying solely on their electronic 
aids. 

There are a number of strategies that good boaties employ to deal with risks posed by fog and 
restricted visibility. In all cases you should slow down to a safe speed and turn on your navigation 
lights.  A safe speed is a speed which allows you take action to avoid a collision.  In heavy fog you will 
most certainly be down to a walking pace.  It is up to the skipper to determine visibility distances and 
set an appropriate speed. 
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To Minimise Risks of Collision.  

¶ Sound a fog signal.  On small boat underway the correct sound signal is one long blast every 
two minutes.  Vessel under 12 metres may use any means to make sound signals.  If you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘƻǊƴΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜ ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ 

¶ Post lookouts and keep a sharp lookout. Lookouts should also keep a keen ear out for other 
vessels sounding fog signals. It is a good practice to stop from time to time and shut down 
the engine to listen. 

¶ Be aware on hearing another vessels fog signal that sound travels in varying ways through 
fog and the apparent direction of the signal or the intensity of the sound may not be what it 
seems. 

¶ If you are in a port or approaches to a port, monitor the working channel for the Vessel 
Traffic System.  In Port Phillip it is channel 12 VHF and Westernport - Channel 14.  You will 
hear ships reporting positions and can use that information to build up a picture of large 
shipping traffic. 

¶ If you are in a small boat, stay in water that is to shallow for large vessels. 
 

Avoiding Hazards. 

¶ If necessary, find shallow water out of high traffic areas and drop the anchor. Wait until fog 
clears and continue your journey. 

¶ You may be able to change your route and take a track that provides greater clearance from 
dangers such as reefs, shoals and headlands than you normally allow in clear conditions.  
That is ς build in a greater safety margin. 

¶ Use the GPS to set clearing distances from dangers and have the alarm set. 
¶ Monitor depth and use a depth alarm to alert you when you start reaching shallow water.  

This can also help you fix position. 
 

Avoid Getting Lost  

¶ Good boaties will plan their trip in detail before leaving even if fog is not forecast.  They also 
maintain situational awareness ς they know where they are all the time and what compass 
course to steer home. 

¶ If fog rolls in, fix your position immediately and re confirm a compass course to safety.  
Review your position and double check for dangers en route including the possibility of 
encountering other vessels. 

¶ If you have radio contact with your local Volunteer Marine Rescue Group (VMR), radio your 
position and intentions to them. 

¦ǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŜŜǊ ŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ  Dt{ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭƻǘǘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ άǊƻŀŘǿŀȅέ ǘƻ 
guide you but they take your eye off a wider outlook.  Compass steering allows you to maintain a 
steady course without your eyes being diverted constantly to a screen. If you have planned your trip 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΣ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƭƻǿŜǊ ōǳǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǇƻǎŜ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǉlanned you have put yourself under unnecessary pressure when fog rolls in having to plan 
άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘέΦ 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Dt{ ǘƻ ǎƻƭǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊƛǎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ƻǊ 
hit the wrong button.  In fog, preparation is everything.  But then preparation is good practice all the 
time. 
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Finally 

Safe boating in fog or restricted visibility relies on seeing and being seen, hearing and being heard. 
There are a number of legal requirements such as Sound Signals, safe speed and lighting 
requirements.  These are only a re enforcement of good seamanship practice. 

Put your PFD on, fix your position and radio your position to the local VMR. A good tip if travelling 
with other vessels is to have the lead vessel trail a life ring or other suitable floating object on a light 
line behind them.  This object creates a wake that others can follow at a safe distance. 

Practice steering a compass course in good weather and it will be easier in fog.  At the very least 
know the compass course back to your base before you leave. Remember, the one good thing about 
fog is that at this time of the year, it generally means a fine sunny calm day once it has lifted. 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bote: We are fortunate to have the support of Doug King. Doug is one of the most knowledgeable 
people there is when it comes to boating and has over 35 Years experience with power boating. His experience 
includes twelve years experience as a Water Policeman and he has been a Power Boat Instructor for 20 Years. 
Doug appears regularly on άwƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ wŜŜŦέ ƻƴ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ омΦ ²Ŝ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ 5ƻǳƎΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ aŜƳōŜǊ 

Bulletin. 

 

Steer Clear 

his article has been kindly provided by the Port of Melbourne Corporation (PoMC). The 
problem of recreational craft fishing in shipping channels does not seem to completely go 
ŀǿŀȅΣ ƘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ tƻa/Ωǎ Steer Clear campaign. We thank them for the contribution to this 

member Bulletin. 

Port of Melbourne Corporation (PoMC) runs the Steer Clear boating campaign as part of its focus on 
safety for recreational boat owners who share the bays with commercial ships. It highlights the 
dangers to small recreational boats of anchoring or mooring in the shipping channels of Port Phillip 
and Western Port bays. The campaign is run in conjunction with Victoria Water Police, Transport 
Safety Victoria ς Maritime Division, Parks Victoria and the Australian Volunteer CoastGuard. 

Safety message: 

Port of Melbourne Harbour Master, Captain David ShennaƴΣ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 
message. We want boat operators and 
anglers to enjoy their time on the water but 
to do so responsibly by steering clear of 
large ships.έ  

ά!ƴŎƘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƳƻƻǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ 
is like parking on a railway crossing. It is 
dangerous and illegal and can endanger 
lives. Large ships do not have brakes or the 
manoeuvrability to avoid small boats which 
ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎǇƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ 
ōǊƛŘƎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ {ƘŜƴƴŀƴΦ 
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Transit Only Zone 

In addition to not anchoring or mooring in channels, a strict Transit Only Zone (TOZ) applies in Port 
Phillip, near Fawkner Beacon. Boats must not anchor or drift in this area. Penalties apply. The TOZ 
covers the Port Melbourne Channel south of Breakwater Pier, the waters approximately 500 metres 
to the west and 200 metres to the east of the Port Melbourne Channel, and includes the Eastern By-
Pass Channel and the western shallow draught fairway and extends approximately three miles to the 
south of Fawkner Beacon. 

Penalties 

tƻa/ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ōƻŀǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎΣ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǎŜŘ 
officers, who patrol Port Phillip, can and do issue penalties when required. Victoria Water Police also 
issue penalties for infringements. 

For more information 

To learn more about the Steer Clear program and the TOZ in Port Phillip, please visit the Port of 
Melbourne website on www.portofmelbourne.com/boating  You can read the Steer Clear brochure, 
check the position of beacons and view a map of the TOZ location. 

Western Port information is available on www.portofhastings.vic.gov.au  on the Recreational 
Boating pages in the Community section. 

 

 

Anglesea River Fish Kills 

Many members would be aware of a fish kill event on the Anglesea River in 2010, but most would 
not be aware of the fact that there were multiple fish kill events that took place. In fact, there were 
five such events in September and October of last year plus a further such event in mid January. 

After the last event, it is believed that all fish life 
in the river had been completely wiped out.  

Apparently, the Environmental Protection 
Agency has indicated that this event was a 
natural event that could not be prevented. We 
are given to understand that the only thing they 
tested for where PH levels in the river. 
Apparently, they did no other testing to 
determine how the fish deaths occurred and 
they did no toxicality reports on the water at all 
apart from the pH checks. We are also advised 
that the EPA did not check the dead fish for any 
toxins either. Some local people believe that 
there weǊŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 
water quality, from increasing demand for bore 
water, fire management in the catchment and 
licensed discharge into the river system.  

Garry Kerr With Some of the Fish Killed 

 

 

http://www.portofmelbourne.com/boating
http://www.portofhastings.vic.gov.au/
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Largely driven by Garry Kerr of the Great Ocean Road Outdoor Centre and the local angling club, 

public meetings were held and a petition taken up and presented to the Victorian Parliament. The 

petition requested: 

¶ That the State Government instigate immediate remedial action to rehabilitate the 
Anglesea River. 

¶ Implement a full independent inquiry, to further investigate this environmental 
disaster that has befallen the Anglesea River. 

¶ That the state government put in place action deemed necessary to fully rehabilitate 
this system to its original estuarine state now and for the future. 

¶ Also determine if the relevant government departments followed the appropriate 
procedures set out in the fish kill protocol in 2006 by the then Environment Minister 
John Twaithes. 

The current situation of the river is that the 
mouth has been open since January. A series of 
very high tides are helping with Natural 
recruitment back into the river. It is currently 
fishing well. Bream and a Elephant Fish have 
been caught. It is believed while the mouth is 
open the river will continue to improve, 
however, this does not address the problems 
nor does it guarantee the health of the river 
especially if the river mouth closes. Hopefully, an 
Inquiry will address all these problems and help 
Identify those who may be responsible. 

 

 

Public Meeting 

 

 

Marion Bay 

n our last member Bulletin, we ran an article on Yorke Peninsula, South Australia, that proved to 
be pretty popular, so we decided to do one more article about this fishing paradise that is largely 
undiscovered. ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ aŀǊƛƻƴ .ŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴƛƴǎǳƭŀΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƻǿn. 

Marion Bay is a reasonably easy two day drive from Melbourne, even when towing your boat. When 
you look at the amazing fishing opportunities Marion Bay has to offer, it is well worth the drive. 
Apart from offering sensational fishing opportunities for offshore fishing, there is also plenty of great 
ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƭŀƴŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ŦƛǎƘƻΩǎΦ If you want to catch that magic 1kg whiting there is no better 
place to start than at Marion Bay. Victorian anglers would be crazy not to put this amazing spot onto 
their άmust doέ list. 

LǘΩǎ ŀ popular belief that explorer and Master Mariner, Matthew Flinders, was the first white man to 
catch a fish on Yorke Peninsula. In late March of 1802 Flinders took his sloop, the Investigator, high 
into western Gulf St. Vincent and went ashore in a long boat.  Little did Flinders know, of course, that 
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