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Member Bulletin 
From 

Recreational Fishing and Trailer Boat Owners Advocacy and Support Group 

 

Hi Everyone, 

Well we have gone and done it again and produced another Member Bulletin. We hope you like it. In 
preparing this publication, we try to produce a range of serious fishing and boating issues, mixed 
with a little bit of trivia, so the end result is designed to provide you with some light reading as well 
as the serious stuff. 

We have deliberately kept away from the high class, glossy graphics that some love to produce and 
we will continue with our down to earth approach, so our readers do not have to be particularly 
computer literate to read our Member Bulletins. Also, the format we are using enables fairly quick 
downloading, as some of our members do not have Broadband access. We are also minimising the 
use of hyperlinks. The overwhelming majority of what we offer our readers is here within this 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ƘȅǇŜǊƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ our Member Bulletins. 

Most, but not all of our Member live in Victoria, so this is a Victorian centric publication, but it is not 
Victorian only and, for that matter, not necessarily Australian only. If we come across something 
interesting about fishing and boating anywhere, we will report it to you via our Member Bulletins. 

In this issue, we welcome Transport Safety Victoria (formerly Marine Safety Victoria) aboard. 
Transport Safety Victoria has kindly contributed an article about crossing bars, which we are sure 
you will find to be well worth reading. 

We hope that you find this Member Bulletin to be a good read. 

Best Wishes from the team at: 

Recreational Fishing and Trailer Boat Advocacy and Support Group 

ABN 006 198 750 

Telephone: 0397294444 Mobile: 0419568111 Fax: 0397793454 

E-mail: rftboasg@optusnet.com.au 
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Message from the Minister 

inter is the perfect time to 

undertake vessel maintenance and 

to check your safety equipment as 

we gear up for the warmer weather. And it 

seems many of you are doing so, with thousands 

ƻŦ ōƻŀǘŜǊǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .ƻŀǘƛƴƎ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ .ƻŀǘ {ƘƻǿΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

able ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ 

outstanding success from all accounts. 

A reminder that applications for the 2010/2011 Boating Safety and Facilities program close on 13 

August 2010. The program allocates funds to individual grant-based projects initiated by community, 

agency or stakeholder groups. The program, which has spent more than $41 million on more than 

660 projects to make boating safer and more accessible for all Victorians, is funded by revenue 

received from recreational boat operator licensing fees and recreational vessel registration fees (See 

following Page for more details). 

Work is continuing on new legislation to modernise and strengthen Victoria's marine framework and 

improve safety regulation on our waterways. The feedback gained from the boating community and 

other stakeholders during the review of the Marine Act 1988 has been vital to this process. Thank 

you for your interest in the review and your comments during the consultation period. 

The new Marine Safety Bill is expected to be introduced into the Legislative Assembly this year, with 

further consultation to occur in the new year when new regulations are drafted. I look forward to 

hearing from members of the boating community during this process. 

Further information on the new act and how the changes will impact boaters will be available closer 

to the commencement date.  

I encourage all boaters to visit www.marinesafety.vic.gov.au or call 1800 223 022 for more 

information about boating issues. 

Enjoy your time on the water and stay safe. 

 

Tim Pallas MP 

Minister for Roads and Ports  

W 

Tim Pallas Minister for Roads & Ports 

http://www.marinesafety.vic.gov.au/
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$5 MILLION BOOST FOR BOATING SAFETY AND FACILITIES 

The following was extracted from a Media Release, issued from the office of the Minister for Roads 
& Ports on 5th July, 2010. 

άRecreational boaters, search and rescue organisations and boating facilities across Victoria will 
share in $5 million from the Brumby Labor Government for projects to improve boating safety and 
infrastructure.  Acting Roads and Ports Minister Peter Batchelor today announced that grant 
applications for the 2010-11 Boating Safety and FaciƭƛǘƛŜǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƻǇŜƴΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜ .ǊǳƳōȅ [ŀōƻǊ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ 
we understand how important these projects are to local coƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣέ aǊ .ŀǘŎƘŜƭƻǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
allocated $5 million for the 2010-11 program and I encourage all eligible organisations with 
worthwhile projects to submit an application for this round of grants. άbƻǿ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ tenth year, the 
popular program has provided more than $41 million to about 880 projects across the state that have 
helped make boating safer and more accessible. ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
waterways, with grants available to build and upgrade boat ramps and jetties. άLǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜǎ 
safety on our coasts, rivers and lakes by funding training and education programs, providing new 
search and rescue vessels, improving navigation and safety signage and enhancing marine 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ  
 
άLast year, more than $4 million was allocated to 63 projects, with almost $700,000 provided for 
search and rescue across Victoria, providing volunteers with key equipment and training required to 
undertake important rescue operations for our boating communities. Mr Batchelor said the Brumby 
Labor Government was committed to working with local communities to ensure safer boating 
environments and provide better facilities across the state. άLƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ 
priority for this Government and our aim is to continue to reduce the number of boating-related 
injuries and fatalities on ViŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

άL ǳǊƎŜ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎΣ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅ 
authorities, government agencies and committŜŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΦέ 
 
Grant applications for the 2010-11 Boating Safety and Facilities Program close on 13 August. 
 
For more information or for a copy of the application booklet, call 1800 337 222, email 
boating.grants@transport.vic.gov.au  or visit www.transport.vic.gov.au/grants   

  

mailto:boating.grants@transport.vic.gov.au
http://www.transport.vic.gov.au/grants
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 Frankston Safe Boat Harbour 

As reported in your previous Member Bulletin, we had heard a whisper that a preferred Tenderer for 
the Frankston SBH had been identified. Alas, not the case. Invitations to tender for Stage 1 of the 
Tender process were invited in October 2009. Tenders closed on 29th January, 2010 and no 
conforming tenders were received. Respondents generally indicated a desire to carry out some or all 
of the works, but current financial circumstances (due to the Global Financial Crisis) made access to 
finance difficult to obtain. As a consequence, Council have terminated the current Tender Process, 
but intends revisiting the matter in 12 ς 18 months time, by which time it is hoped that market 
conditions have improved. 

Mako Sharks/Thresher Sharks 

As most would know by now, the ban on recreational fishing for Mako (and Porbeagle) sharks has 
been lifted, following the passage of legislation through the Senate to amend the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Bill. The Bill must now go back to the House of 
Representatives for formal ratification, then be stamped by the Governor General for Royal Assent 
before it becomes law. All well and good, but now, it seems that we have a problem with Thresher 
{ƘŀǊƪǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛǎƘƻΩǎ Ƴƛght be banned from taking Threshers, but the situation is 
ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƴƎΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀƪƻ {ƘŀǊƪΩǎ, 
(international agreements with IOTC), the taking of Threshers could be banned. Who would enforce 
such bans is another question again. We will keep you advised. 

Boat Launching Ramps 

Supreme Court Decision on Bastion Point Boat Ramp 

The Supreme Court has upheld the validity of the Planning Minister, Justin Madden's assessment 
that safety and social considerations were relevant considerations under the Environment Effects 
Act 1978, with regard to the proposed boat launching facility at Bastion Point (Mallacoota). In a 
recent statement, he said ά¢ƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ infrastructure to 
meet the needs of the community, now and into the future. I recognise that this issue has generated 
significant debate within the community and that there have been differing views on the right way 
forward. I determined that to do nothing or only a minor upgrade at the existing site would have 
been a risk to swimmers and beach users sharing the ocean where boats are launched. The Supreme 
Court ruling recognises that this was the right decision. This is a good outcome for growth in marine 
tƻǳǊƛǎƳΣ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ōƻŀǘ ǳǎŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦέ 

Coronet Bay 

Coronet Bay is probably one of the lesser known launching sites around Westernport. It has never 
been the greatest of launching facilities either, but it still had plenty of people using it on a regular 
basis. Access to the ramp, however, was via privately owned land and the owner decided to lock the 
gate that provided access to the land. That is the bad news. The good news is that the Shire of Bass 
has proven to be strongly supportive of reinstating boat launching facilities at Coronet Bay and are 
looking at the options to do this. We will be keeping in touch with them and will let members know 
of developments as they occur. 
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Save Mordialloc Creek 

 public Rally is being held on 31st July to protest about a range of problems with Mordialloc 
Creek. The creek is used for mooring and access to Port Phillip Bay. A group formed to 
conduct the rally consists of most, if not all boating and fishing stakeholders in the Mordialloc 

and wider Port Phillip Bay communities. Concerns about the current state of the creek include such 
things as: 

¶ Environmental degradation of the Creek has reached a serious state at present and 
threatens the continuing contribution of the Creek to the attractiveness and aesthetic 
qualities of Mordialloc. 

¶ Its carrying capacity of local flora and fauna (birds, animals and fish) is seriously under 
question due to contaminated silting. 

¶ Extensive and deep silting of the Creek 

¶ Broken mooring poles 

¶ Collapse of concrete retaining walls on Lamberts Island 

¶ Broken baffles and subsequent heightened wave action at creek entrance 

¶ Dredging of bar at entrance not timely, planned or predictable 

¶ Moorings not fit for purpose (7 currently derelict)  

¶ Boats not able to enter/exit creek except at height of tide; restricts boat use  

¶ Boats running aground when crossing bar at Creek entrance; potential risk to safety if strong 
swell or tidal action 

¶ Offensive smell along the creek from exposed mud and debris at low tide  

¶ Boats lying on mud/rocks/debris at low tide and subsequent hull coating damage  

¶ Potential safety/engine damage issues for fishermen/boat users who launch from boat ramp  

¶ Broken cleats, gunwale damage due to strong wave action exacerbated by failure to replace 
storm-damaged wave baffles at creek mouth  

¶ Potential pollution from fuel and oil should boats founder at Creek mouth due to bar not 
being dredged on time 

¶ Built-up contaminated silt is entering Port Philip Bay from the Creek and may affect local sea 
life  

Those wishing to take part in the rally should attend at 11:00 on 31st July on the north side of the 
creek, opposite the Bridge Hotel. 
 
 

 
A Peaceful Mordialloc Creek 

A 
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New Marine Pest Found at Point Cook Marine 

Sanctuary   

 

et another exotic pest species has been 

discovered in Port Phillip Bay, a native Korean 

and Japanese red algae called Grateloupia 

turuturu was recently found in the Point Cooke Marine 

Sanctuary on the western side of the bay. The 

nationally listed marine pest, which can reach up to 3 

metres in size, was discovered following survey work 

undertaken in February by volunteer divers and snorkelers. In a Parks Victoria Media Release, Parks 

Victoria Chief Ranger Graeme Davis said ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ invaded New Zealand and 

Tasmanian waters, but this is the first report oŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀέΦ Marine pests like this one 

represent a major threat to the integrity of our unique and diverse bay animals and plants in much 

the same way weeds and animal pests like rabōƛǘǎ ƻǊ ŦƻȄŜǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘΦέ 

Parks Victoria is working with the Department of Sustainability and Environment and Melbourne 

University to assess the extent of the new algae. The impact of this species is not very well 

understood but its known growth pattern and habitat preferences make it a potential threat to our 

native algal species.  

ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜŘ ŀƭƎŀŜ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ōȅ ǎƘŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ Ƴŀȅ 

change the availability of food for grazing invertebrates, such as marine snails, when it dies off in 

ǿƛƴǘŜǊέΣ ǎŀƛŘ aǊ 5ŀǾƛǎΦ Grateloupia turuturu tends to occur in lower intertidal and shallow sub tidal 

areas to depths of 2m in both sheltered and exposed locations. The species often spreads when 

spores are transported in ship ballast water or through hull fouling of ships and recreational vessels. 

άaŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘhe public can help by reporting sightings of any suspected marine pests and by getting 

involved in the Friends of Point Cooke Marine Sanctuary who undertake important monitoring 

activities and Reef watch programs within the sanctǳŀǊȅέ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ aǊ 5ŀǾƛǎΦ  

Boat operators can also help prevent the spread of the red algae and other invasive marine pests by 

keeping their boat clean.  

Our thanks go to Parks Vic for this report. 

 

Y 
Grataloupia turuturu 
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DǊŜŜƴ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ New Marine Parks Bid  

hen a number of Marine National Parks were introduced by the Bracks Government 
about ten years ago, the Government made a promise that, this was it, and no more of 
them would be implemented. Now we are facing the prospect of more Marine National 

Parks. Green group, the Victorian National Parks Association want to see in excess of 25% of 
Victorian marine waters locked up in Marine National Parks and banned to recreational fishing, 
through the creation of 20 new marine parks along the Victorian coastline 

There is not the slightest evidence to indicate that Marine National Parks actually achieve anything 
and no one has ever been able to explain how free moving fish species, such as Snapper, King 
George Whiting, Flathead and Gummy Sharks can tell that they are in a Marine National Park and, 
therefore protected from fishermen.   It has always seemed strange that Green groups want to 
curtail recreational fishing when there should not be any conflict between the two groups. We 
should want to see the same outcomes, which are a clean environment and pristine habitat. 
Creating more Marine National Parks does nothing to achieve either of these outcomes 

 The major things that threaten marine environments are such things as introduced exotic pest 
species, rural & urban run off, seagrass die back and reef degradation. It is quite unusual to hear 
greens wanting to deal with these issues, but they instead, want to ban recreational fishing, which is 
not a threat to marine environments and never has been. However, a report produced by the VNPA 
titled άNature Conservation Review: aŀǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ LǎǎǳŜǎέ places recreational fishing as the key 
threat to our marine biodiversity, on a par with global warming. It is completely ludicrous. 

VRFish, The Recreational Fishing Peak Body has condemned ±bt!Ωǎ plan. "As per current VRFish 
policy, we will absolutely contest any further lockouts to recreational fishing full stop!" stated VRFish 
Chairman, Geoff Cramer. "The locking out of recreational fishers to satisfy an obviously anti-fishing 
agenda does nothing to protect our precious marine resources and habitats".  
 
Just prior to publication of this bulletin, some common sense has prevailed with Brumby 
Government Minister, Gavin Jennings ruling out the implementation of new Marine National Parks. 
In a Media Release Mr Jennings said άthe proposal contained in a report by the independent 
Victorian National Parks Association would not be acted on by the Brumby Labor Government. The 
Brumby Labor Government has ruled out creating more marine parks and will not amend the current 
marine national parks before the election or during the next term of government. This is similar to 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŀǘƻǊƛǳƳ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ bŜǿ {ƻǳǘƘ ²ŀƭŜǎΣέ he said. 

¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ is welcomed, but does not provide us with any reason for 
nonchalance on this issue. The VNPA will persist with their extremist Marine Park policies that are an 
attack on recreational and commercial fishing, but ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ŀǎ ŦƛǎƘƻΩǎ ŀǊŜ 
not likely to surrender meekly on this subject. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǎȅƴƻǇǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±bt!Ωǎ ǇǳǎƘ ǘƻ ƭƻŎk recreational and commercial fishers 
out of more than 25҈ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ marine and estuarine waters. 
 
http://vnpa.org.au/admin/library/attachments/Marine/marine-priority-areas.pdf 

  

W 

http://vnpa.org.au/admin/library/attachments/Marine/marine-priority-areas.pdf
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New Boating Club for Victoria 

oating Industry Association Vic (BIA) has long been recognised as the Peak Body for the 
recreational and light commercial boating industry in Victoria. Whilst they are well known for 
their association with boating manufacturers and retailers, the BIA has taken the decision to 

set up a club foǊ ǳǎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŜƴŘ Ǉroducts ς boats, of course.  BIAΩǎ .ƻŀǘ/ƭǳō ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻƴ ōƻŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ .L!Ωǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ; and advocacy of 
their views to Government. We congratulate the BIA for this excellent initiative and encourage our 
members to consider joining BoatClub. The more support there is for fishing and boating, the better 
off we all will be. For more information as to the benefits of BoatClub membership, just click on the 
following Link   http://www.biavic.com.au/boat-club-offers.php 

Beach Erosion at Portsea 

ort Phillip Bay activist group, Bluewedges have raised concerns about large ocean swells that 
appear to be causing severe beach erosion  at Portsea. The group blames the Brumby 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ 5ŜŜǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ƛǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ 

because of increased tidal flow and rising water levels in the bay.  

 

Pictures courtesy of Bluewedges 

The Office of the Environmental Monitor has a different view to that of Bluewedges, however. OEM 
spokesman, Don Hough stated ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƭȅ ǿƛƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ 
unlikely to have a strong effect at Portsea because of the sheltering effect of the shallow water 
across Great Sands. άBeach erosion is a widespread occurrence in Port Phillip Bay and has been 
happening for decades. The Office has considered available monitoring data on tides, waves, 
currents and bathymetry of the Great Sands region in the south of the Bay before and after the 
dredging of the Entrance and South Channel. All the evidence so far is consistent with the limited 
effects that were predicted, and these limited effects were not considered sufficient to cause the 
beach erosion seen in the Bay. Should evidence arise to the contrary the Office will promptly advise 
the community" he said. 

All we can do on this issue is stay across it and continue to report on it as necessary. The erosion 
certainly looks to be pretty severe and, if it continues to occur, we will continue to ask questions of 
the OEM and others, as necessary. 

 

  

B 

P 

http://www.biavic.com.au/boat-club-offers.php
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More Ooglies from the deep 

t is an amazing thing that we can send satellites into space almost at will and even send space 
ǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƻ aŀǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƻŎŜŀƴǎ ƛǎΣ to a large degree in the too hard basket.  
In a major exercise recently, Australian scientists have discovered bizarre prehistoric and hitherto 

unknown sea life, in an unprecedented mission to document species under threat from ocean 
warming. 

Ancient sharks, giant oil fish, swarms of crustaceans and a primitive shell-dwelling squid species 
were among the astonishing life captured by remote controlled cameras using special low-light 
sensitive cameras which were custom designed to trawl the ocean floor, 1.4 Kilometres below sea 
The team used a tuna head on a stick to attract the creatures, which live beyond the reach of 
sunlight. 

Scientists have already warned that the 345,000-square kilometre (133,000-square mile) attraction 
is in serious jeopardy, as global warming and chemical runoff threaten to kill marine species and 
cause disease outbreaks. The cameras used in this highly successful exercise will be sent to the 
sludge-ridden Gulf of Mexico to monitor the effects of the oil spill there on marine life. 

 
An Unknown Species & Yet Another Variety of Angler Fish 

Pictures show an unknown deep sea dweller and yet another species of deep sea Angler Fish. These 
are just some of the many sea creatures captured on film by scientists from the Queensland Brain 
Institute. The Australian team used high-tech, low-light sensitive cameras to photograph the animals 
at a depth of over 1000 metres at a reef area some 350kms north-east of Cairns. 

 

 

  

I 
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Argonaut Octopus Mystery Solved 

cientists have recently documented 
how the Argonaut Octopus use their 
seashell-shaped cases. The Argonauts, 

which are related to octopuses, grow delicate 
white shell-like cases and it has been found 
that they are able to use the trapped air to 
regulate the depth at which they float. If, 

while on the ocean surface, the Argonaut 
decides to descend, they can take on, or repel 
ŀƛǊ ŀǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ōȅ ǎŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘέ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ leave behind a trail of bubbles. Scientists also 
now believe that trapping bubbles may have other functions, however and are now speculating that 
female Argonauts may store masses of tiny eggs into spare space within in the shell. Only female 
Argonauts are found with shell structures, as males have very different bodies.  

Safety Message 

Fishing and boating activities figure disproportionately in serious accidents and tragic incidents, so 
we feel that we have an obligation to report on some of these incidents to keep the safety message 
etched into the minds of our members. Accordingly, we report the following incidents. 

Bodies of four missing anglers recovered 

It seems all too frequent that some of our fishing brethren are lost to the sea. In a particularly tragic 
case five people from a rock fishing party near Newcastle perished. Some of the deceased had, 
apparently, been trying to assist after one person was washed from a rock ledge. The four others 
drowned attempting to rescue him. Conditions in the area were apparently poor, with a big swell. 
{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ Ƴŀȅ ǿŜƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘΣ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜŜƴ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ tC5ΩǎΦ 

Boat crash man swims ashore with broken legs 

In another recent incident, a fisherman who broke both his legs had to swim to nearby rocks and 
drag himself up after being catapulted from his boat in Sydney's Botany Bay. Apparently, the man 
was thrown into the water along with his companion after their boat hit a steel navigation marker. 
Their vessel sank shortly after impact.   

Woman loses leg in Boating Accident 

A woman lost a leg after being thrown from her jet ski when it moved into the path of another boat 
in the Southport Broadwater channel on recently. Police subsequently charged the boat skipper with 
drink-driving after the man had recorded a high blood alcohol reading. The woman was run over by 
the cruiser after being thrown from the jet ski. 

S 

Argonaut Octopus 
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New Product Review 

 

hat do you get when you take a mechanical engineer and send him off commercial 
abalone diving for 20 years? You get the inventor of Boatcatch. 

As an abalone diver towing his seven meter Edencraft Formula boat in excess of 20,000 
kms a year to launch in all types of challenging places and conditions ranging from surf beaches to 
tidal ramps, and with a good grounding as an Engineer, Greg Staples was just the guy to invent 
Boatcatch; the new automatic launch and retrieval system. 

Commercial fishermen only perform drive on/drive off to launch and retrieval. But whilst this in itself 
is a time saver, you still need to take the risk of walking on a boat ramp and worse still, placing your 
hands between the boat and the trailer whilst you couple and un-couple. Not being happy to 
continue chancing injury, and not being satisfied with the few other coupling devices on the market, 
Greg set about developing his own.  

His project brief was to design and build a launch and 
ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŀƭ άǎȅǎǘŜƳέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Ƴŀƛƴ ŀƛƳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
system had to allow for not having to stand on the boat 
ramp.  It had to enable the boat driver to control when 
the boat was freed from the trailer. It needed to 
automatically couple the boat on as it entered the trailer, 
and do it in such a way that you could see or hear the 
locking occur.  It required a ΨǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩ ǘƘŀǘ 
could never accidentally come out in any circumstance. It 
was important for the system to be an enclosed unit with 
very few moving parts. Also it was critical the system be 
extremely heavy duty, if not unbreakable to allow for 
incidents where everything bad happens at once, and 

being made of 316 marine-grade stainless steel was a must. The final requirement was that it 
needed to be tolerant of the boat bow not driving in to exactly the same place in relation to the 
trailer every time. In other words, it had to have a special large eye for the securing pin to lock 
through. 

.ƻŀǘŎŀǘŎƘ όǇŀǘŜƴǘ ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎύ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŜǾŜǊ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ DǊŜƎΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ 
to see if he still had what it took after being away from engineering for so long. But when other 
commercial and recreational fishermen noticed the system and started to place orders, he saw the 
potential to sell Australia wide. Boatcatch was released to the public at the last Melbourne Show 
with overwhelming success. In the months sincesales have boomed. An unexpected market has been 
Northern Australia where crocodiles are a threat at the waters edge. 

 Greg has personally spent over 17,000 hours under water in Bass Straight and the Southern Ocean 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƪƛƭƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ƭƛǇ ŀōŀƭƻƴŜΦ .ǳǘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ άLΩƳ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ǿŜŀǊ ƻǳǘΤ ŀōŀƭƻƴŜ ŘƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ƳŀƴΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎέΦ IŜ ǎŜŜǎ .ƻŀǘŎŀǘŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
move forward out of the diving but still do something related to boating which he still loves. 

  

W 
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How it Works 

The Boatcatch coupling comes in two sizes, both are supplied complete with a universal mounting 
bracket, mounting instructions, and all components usually necessary for fitting and operating.  A 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜȅŜ ƛǎ ōƻƭǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǎǎŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǇƭƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊΩǎ ōƻǿ ǇƻǎǘΦ 
This boat latching device has a heavy duty pin that locates inside the eye and secures the boat upon 
the trailer until launch is required.  This is a positive locking system and the pin can never come out 
of the eye until you intentionally pull the release cord. 

¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ƛǘǎ ǊǳōōŜǊ ōƻǿ ǎǘƻǇǇŜǊ ƻǊ ǾŜŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ǘƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΩǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ-most 
position. You still require a winch for vessel recovery if engine failure occurs, and to hold the boat 
firm whilst travelling on roads. The need for a safety chain is reduced because Boatcatch is so strong. 

Probably the simplest and easiest feature is the release cord. Just before you back down the ramp 
you clip one end to the coupling and place the other end near the helm where it can be pulled by the 
driver when he is ready to release from the trailer.  

Launch Procedure 

Boatcatch works brilliantly for one or two person launch or retrieves. You prepare for your launch up 
in the car park by undoing the winch strap and safety chain. If there are two people you would have 

one person in the car and one in the boat.  

Once you have backed into the water you simply 
start your motor, then when ready you then pull the 
release cord of the Boatcatch. This frees you from 
the trailer allowing the boat to back out whilst the 
car moves away to park. The cord is trimmed short 
enough so the trailer wheels do not run it over. 
When the car is parked the cord is unclipped and 
placed in the boot for future use. If there was just 
one person, the only difference is that you would 
need to climb on board over the bow once you have 
backed into the water. 

 

Retrieving Process 

All that needs to be done before an automatic retrieval is to be sure the Boatcatch pin is in the 
open/withdrawn position. This is done by simply pulling the lever back by hand. You then reverse 
the trailer into the water to a depth that would allow the boat bow to come onto the trailer, but not 
so deep that the boat could float all the way forward to the Boatcatch. You continue to drive the 

boat forward onto the trailer in a controlled manner. Remember the key to a central entry on the 
trailer is to move slowly and not have the trailer too deep. It is best if the boat enters the trailer and 
stops floating about two thirds of the way on. This allows the boat to stop and settle in the middle of 
the vee of the trailer bed. Once the boat has stopped and settled centrally about two thirds onto its 
trailer, you throttle the vessel forward gently until the bow rests against the rubber bow stop. This 
forward movement will move the Boatcatch eye past the  Boatcatch pin and will automatically 
triggered the pin to the locked position. 

Once the car driver is satisfied the coupling has activated, he can tow the boat and trailer off the 
ramp. The car driver is able to observe both the lever movement and the audible click of the 
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ŎƻǳǇƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎŜŀǘΦ DǊŜƎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴt 
the boat was locked on, you can check by placing the boat in reverse to try and move back. If the 
boat will not come back because it is locked, then you are able to give the thumbs up to the car 
driver indicating it is okay to move away. 

Having two people for this process does speed things up however even if you are alone, it is much 
quicker and safer than retrieving any other way. 

Prior to towing the boat on a road, the winch strap needs to be attached to the boat and pulled in 
tight to secure the boat against the rubber bow stop, this stops the Boatcatch eye rubbing against 
the Boatcatch. There is no metal to metal contact within the Boatcatch when you travel up the 
highway unless your winch cable was to accidentally break at which time the Boatcatch acts as a 
super tough safety securing device to stop your boat falling off the trailer. 

Most lighter boats under six meters will suit the smaller Boatcatch, while larger or more heavily 
constructed boats require the larger Boatcatch. If your boat is on the border line for small or large, 
then a deciding factor could be the size of your trailer bow post. The small Boatcatch comes with a 
mounting arm that clamps onto a 65mm bow post, while the large unit suits heavier posts. 

Greg spent many months refining a mounting kit that suited most of the myriad of trailer and boat 
combinations and says that the average handy man could fit one up himself once he reads the 
simple yet thorough fitting instructions. If you have access to a power drill and a hack saw and know 
how to use them, then you should be able to fit up your Boatcatch. 

Boatcatch is a heavy duty product and has a warranty of five years for faulty workmanship or failure 
from breakage. Greg is so confident about the strength of Boatcatch, he says even if you happen to 
break it from accidental abuse, he will still send you replacement parts for free, but only the one 
time. 

Pricing for the smaller unit is $440 and the larger $640 including GST. 

You can see Boatcatch in action on video or purchase yours by looking at the web site at 
www.Boatcatch.com. Greg is available by calling 0400 222 824 where he will field your questions 
about how the Boatcatch system would suit your craft. 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǇǊƻŘǳcts to Boatcatch, but we are particularly impressed 
with this product, as it seems to be beautifully engineered and also seems to represent outstanding 
value for money. 

 

 

http://www.boatcatch.com/
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Crossing Bars - Things you 
need to know 

What is a bar? 

A bar is an accumulation of sand or silt at 
the entrance of a river, creek, lake or 
harbour. Examples of bars located in 
Victorian waters are: Lakes Entrance, 
Patterson River, Andersons Inlet, Barwon 

Heads, McLaughlins Beach and Port Albert. 

 

Why is a bar dangerous?  

Conditions prevailing on a bar can cause steep and often breaking seas. Conditions can also change 
quickly and without warning, therefore crossing a bar is a job for an experienced vessel operator. 

Before you cross a bar: 

1. Exercise extreme caution 

¢ƘŜ ǎƪƛǇǇŜǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ ǘȅǇŜ 
should be taken into account when 
crossing a bar. No amount of experience 
or boat type makes crossing a bar safe 
when the conditions are not ideal. 
Remember, if in doubt ς ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘΦ 
Once started, you are committed to 
crossing the bar. 

2. Know the bar 

All sand bars are different. You need to learn about each bar from local commercial boating 
operators, maritime authorities, volunteer rescue groups or the Water Police. Immediately prior to 
crossing a bar always contact the local authority for an update on conditions at the bar.  

3. Assess conditions 

Boaters must assess conditions on a bar and be aware that a rapid change in conditions might 
prevent a safe return. Vessels unable to weather adverse sea conditions outside the bar should not 
leave port. You should make sure you have adequate reserve fuel and provisions should you need to 
remain at sea longer than intended, or need to divert to another port.  

Obtain a weather report and check the tide times for when you intend to cross the bar. Also ensure 
that you know what weather conditions are expected on your return. Do not venture out to sea if 
you are in doubt of your ability to return. 

Note: conditions on most Victorian bars become dangerous when southerly winds prevail. 

  

Lakes Entrance Bar in Calm Mode 

Coastal Patrol Vessel Punches Through Narooma Bar 


